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The Offices of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the 
Board of Trade are at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. — 
registered telegraphic address, “ Advantage, London,” telephone 
number 12807 Central. A statement of the objects and work of 
the Branch will be found on p. 454. 

The attention of British traders is directed to the Sample 
Room, where the following are on view, with other exhibits :— 





Reference in “ Board 


of Trade Journal.” 
Samples. ELL MIEA 


Date. | Page. 








es 


Cotton grown in Asiatic Turkey _... 24th Jan., 1907 | 193 


| 

Woollen and Worsted Yarns and Tops in demand in J apan 17th ,, » | 189 
Sundry articles made of artificial rubber ... ane || ae - | 84 
Fish Skin from Sicily .. eee one - ee fase | 35 
Vegetable Fat from Guatemala... .. | 27th Dec., 1906 | 625 
Guayule Rubber, raw and manufactured, from Mexico wade’) OE | ae - | 575 
Sundry fibres from Mexic> ... vs a wet ... | 15th Nov., — ,, | 325 
Hosiery Yarn from Mexico ... on one ve oon ne = | $25 
Wild cotton from Havti rae we. Sée Sees ete a - 320 
Sardines tinned at Santander ove baa oot ... | 8th Nov., 279 
Vegetable Fibres from Chungking .. ee ... | Ist Nov., 225 
Sweaters, of German make, used by ‘the Chinese .. .-. | 11th Oct., 56 
Japanese Paper, Flannelette and Cottons sold in Corea... | 13th Sept. 512 
Specimens of Chinese Padlocks and Keys .. a ..| 9th Aug., | 255 
Foreign Cotton Goods sold at Tangier oe 004 .. | 12th July, | 658 
Cotton grown in Natal oh , abe s pie 82 
Tin of United States Ename! Paint sold in Peru.. | Ch 5 | 10 
Foreign Flannelette sold at Erzeroum ... bee - 99 | 35 
American Cottons sold at Chinkiang (small cuttings) ... | 28th June, | 63 
List of Chinese written characters suitable for novelties | 

for the Chinese market... eee bee a bes 99 i | 621 











The following Special Trade Enquiry Offices are also at 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C.:—India, Dominion of Canada, 
Queensland, Cape of Good Hope, Transvaal and Orange River 
Colony. Statements of the objects and work of these Enquiry 


Offices will be found on p. 455. 





OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE. 
BRITISH INDIA. 


The Directors of the Bombay, Baroda, and Central India Railway 
are prepared to receive up to noon on Tuesday, 
the 5th March, tenders for the supply of mate- 
rials for steel foundry. Tenders must be made 
on forms, copies of which, with specification, may be obtained at 


Materials for 
Steel Foundry. 
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the Company’s Offices, Gloucester House, 2, 3, and 4, Bishopsgate- 
Street Without, London, E.C., on payment of one guinea each, 
which will not be returned. The Directors do not bind themselves. 


to accept the lowest or any tender. 





CANADA. 


The following commercial enquiries have been received at the 
; Canadian Government Offices, 17, Victoria Street, 
Commercial London, S.W., whence further information 


Enquiries. regarding them may be obtained:— 


Home Enquiries—An Irish firm manufacturing motor cars are 
desirous of corresponding with persons in Canada with a view to 
extending business, and wish to interest firms there who could take 
up their manufactures and push their sale. 

A South of England firm manufacturing miniature rifles suitable 
for use by clubs, schools, and cadet corps, are desirous of being 
placed in communication with dealers, outfitters, or others inter- 
ested, who would be prepared to become sole agents in Canada for 
their goods. The rifle is ‘22 calibre, takes rim-fire ammunition, 
is sighted to 200 yards, and is said to be extremely accurate. 

A London firm who are placing on the market a new cash-box 
manufactured of steel, and with patent table attachment for use if 
desired, wish to hear from Canadian firms who could undertake 
the sale of those goods in the Dominion. 

A Glasgow firm manufacturing cream separators for the use of 
dairy firms, and centrifugal machines for use in sugar refineries 
and chemical works where crystals are produced, are desirous of 
appointing Canadian agents for the sale of these goods, who must,. 
however, finance the business themselves and pay for goods on 
shipment. 

South African Enquiries—A Cape Town firm desire to secure 
the agency of a reliable manufacturer of Canadian cheese, and have 
requested to be placed in communication with likely persons in 
Canada. 

A firm in Natal are desirous of being placed in communication 
with Canadian firms dealing in carriage timber for. export. 

Canadian Enquiries—A general manufacturers’ agent in Mon- 
treal is prepared to represent British houses for the sale of all 
lines for which there is a demand in Canada. He particularly 
asks to be referred to a manufacturer of light T rails weighing 
from about ten to forty pounds per yard for use in foundries. 

A representative of a Vancouver financial and commercial 
agency is about to visit Great Britain for the purpose of meeting 
business firms who may be desirous of trading with British 


Columbia. | 
The Board of Trade (i.e., Chambey of Commerce) of a Western 
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CANADA—continued. 


Canadian city is desirous of inducing manufacturers to locate in 
their vicinity, and have established a bureau of publicity with a 
view of putting forward the advantages the town offers. Excellent 
wailway connexions exist, cheap sites are to be had, and information 
will be willingly furnished to interested parties. 


Note.—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the High Commissioner for Canada, 
17, Victoria Street, S.W. 


The following commercial enquiries have been received at the 
Canadian Government City Trade Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., 
whence further information regarding them may be obtained :— 


Home Enquiries.—A London firm wish to be placed in touch 
with Canadian shippers of infusorial earths. 

A firm manufacturing brushes of all descriptions seek suitable 
Canadian resident agents to introduce their goods. 

A company manufacturing telegraph and telephone ironwork 
and railway supplies are prepared to appoint Canadian resident 
agents. 

A company manufacturing varnishes and dryers wish to do 
‘business in Canada. 

Canadian Enquiries.—-A firm of manufacturers’ agents in Toronto 
would like to get into touch with United Kingdom manufacturers 
of the following lines with a view to representing them for the 
Dominion upon a commission basis :—Quinine, bismuth subnit, 
potassium iodide, camphor gum, opium gum, menthol, oil of 
peppermint, olive oil, Castille soap. 

A commission merchant in Montreal wishes to represent a 
United Kingdom shipper of dried fruits and also of teas. 

A firm of brokers in St. John (New Brunswick) would like to 
‘secure the agency of a London firm of rice importers and also of a 
manufacturer of pickles and jams. 


Note—For further information regarding any of the above, 
application should be made to the Canadian Government City 
‘Trade Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 





CAPE COLONY. 


Notice is given in the ‘‘Cape Government Gazette” of the Ist 
February that the Municipal Council of 
Umtata intend to apply for powers to obtain 
a supply of water from the Ntembezi stream 
in the district of Tsolo, Griqualand East, for the purpose of 
securing a supply of water for the inhabitants of the municipality. 


Material for 
Water Supply. 
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EGYPT. 


The Egyptian War Department invite tenders for the supply of 
galvanised buckets, axes, billhooks, &c., hem 

aha ili rope and palm oil soap. Tender forms tak 

ri danas specifications may be obtained from Lieut.-Col. 

J. H. Western, R.E., C.M.G., Queen Anne’s Chambers, Broadway, 

Westminster, London, 8.W., and the tenders are to be returned to 

him by the 11th April, to remain open for thirty days from that 
date. 


With reference to the notice on p. 365 of the “ Board of Trade 

Journal” of 21st February relating to the call for 

Etationery. tenders for the supply of stationery to the 

Egyptian Government Departments in 1908, 

1909 and 1910, a copy of the specification has been received from 

H.M. Consul at Cairo (Mr. A. D. Alban), and may be seen by 

British firms at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 


H.M. Consul also reports that tenders are invited and will be 
received up to the 18th March, at the “ Ecole 

Clothing. Sanieh,’ Cairo, for the supply of. clothing 
necessary in the year 1907-8 for the pupils of 

the Sanieh, Abbas, and Kouttabs Girls’ Schools. Conditions of 
tender and list of articles required may be examined by British 
firms at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, and samples may be seen at the Central Stores of the 
Ministry of Public Instruction, Darb el Gamainiz. The articles 
required include 8,354 metres of various stuffs, 780 towels, 240 


leather belts, &c. 





RUSSIA. 


According to the “ Franfurter Zeitung” a syndicate has been 
formed under the auspices of the St. Petersburg 
International Trade Bank for the construction 
of a new: coal railway from Popassnaja to 
Artakowo of a length of 450 versts (about 298 miles). 


Railway 
Material. 





NORWAY. 


H.M. Consul at Christiania (Mr. F. &. Drummond Hay) reports 

Electrical that tenders are invited by the Norwegian 

' State Telegraphs for the supply of cable, iso- 

Supplies. lators, morse paper, tarred thread, bronze 

thread, copper thread and branching-off cable. Tenders are to 

be delivered by the 11th March next at noon, at No. 3 Room, 
Hasselgaarden, Christiania. 

Copies of the conditions of tender, specification and original 
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advertisement (all in Norwegian) may be seen by British traders 
at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C. 


NotE.—Apart from the usual Customs duties, a preference of 
from 10 to 15 per cent. is given to Norwegian manufacturers. 

In all cases of Norwegian Government contracts it is obligatory 
that a resident agent should act for tenderers not residing in 
Norway, and be responsible to the Government, but it is not 
necessary for the agent to be a Norwegian firm. 





DENMARK. 


The ‘ Berlingske Tidende” of 22nd February publishes a notice 

calling for tenders for the supply to the Admin- 

Pe lym istration of the Danish State Telegraphs of 

' 63,000 kilogs. of copper wire and 35,000 kilogs. 

of iron and steel wire in accordance with conditions which may be 

obtained from the Engineering Section, Frederiksholms Kanal, No. 

28, Copenhagen, where tenders must be delivered by 15th March 
at latest. 


H.M. Consul at Aarhus (Mr. G. F. Stark) reports that the Lighting 
Department of that city invite tenders for the 
Gas Coal. supply of 16,000 tons gas coal. 
Tenders will be received at the office of the 
Lighting Department (Belysningsvaesenets Kontor) up to noon on 
the 9th March. 

A copy of the general and special conditions of tender,. in 
original, may be examined at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., or 
they may be obtained from the office of the Lighting Department, 
Aarhus. 





GERMANY. 


The ‘“ Bérsen Zeitung” (Berlin) publishes notifications by the 
Prussian State Railway Directorate inviting tenders which must 
be delivered sealed, and with proper inscription, to “ Das Rech- 
nungsbureau, 1-4 Schoeneberger Ufer, Berlin W. 35,” as follows :— 


(1) Not later than 11 a.m. on the 14th March, 1907, for the supply 


Sailcloth of the following: — 21,580 m. sailcloth for 
cies ie wagon covers, 23,200 m. sailcloth for wagon 
iene roofs, 16,620 m. hempen hose, 9,000 m. white 


linen sheeting, 3,500 m. damask hand towels, 15,150 m. grey 
canvas for upholstery, 17,830 m. shirting, 5,380 m. coloured 
canvas for upholstery, 7,010 m. grey and coloured drill, 800 m. 
grey drill with red and green stripes, 14,700 washing and leathér 
cloths, 20,060 sq. m. brown linoleum, &c. Samples must reach 
the “ Werkstiitteninspektion ” not later than the 11th March. 
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G E RMAN Y—continued. 

(2) Not later than the 13th March, 1907, for the supply of 
6,230 m. red plush, 16,810 m. grey plush 
yg i with brown stripes, 820 m. carpeting, 39,280 

ee woollen curtain stuff, 200 m. brown Thibet, 
2,810 kg. woollen yarn for lubricating wicks, 2,125 kg. unwashed 
sheepswool, 17,100 kg. pinewool, 560 m. hempen straps, 
10,790 m. ordinary straps, 16,000 m. red cord, 37,400 m. grey- 
brown cord, upwards of 7,000 kg. of various kinds of cord, string, 
&c., &e. 

Forms of tender and conditions for each tender may be obtained 
at the Zentralbureau Zimmer 420, 1-4, Schoeneberger Ufer, Berlin 
W. 35, on payment of -1 mark, in each case, by money order (not 
stamps). 


H.M. Consul at Stettin (Mr. R. Bernal) reports that tenders are 
invited for the supply of about 3,640 tons of 

Gas Coal. English gas coal. Sealed tenders bearing the 
inscription “ Kohlen-Lieferung ” are to be deli- 

vered to ‘‘ Das Bureau der stiidt. Gas-, Elektrizitits- and Wasser- 
werke, Greifswald, Pomerania,” not later than the 11th March. 
Forms of contract and tender may be seen at the above address, 
and copies may be obtained on payment of 6d. each by money 


order (not stamps). 


The “Oceffentlicher Anzeiger” (Hamburg) reports the following 
call for tenders:—No. 100, ingot iron frame- 

Iron Roofing. work for the roofing of two swimming halls 

and boiler-house of the Baths at Barmbeck. 
Total weight about 135 tons. 

Offers must be in before noon on the 11th March. Conditions 
of tender may be seen at Secretariat IT. of the ‘‘ Finanzdeputation,” 
Hamburg, and may be purchased for lo m. 

The letter containing the offer must be clearly marked with the 
number, both on the inside and outside. 





—2 


SPAIN. 

The ‘“ Gaceta de Madrid” of 19th February contains a copy of a 
notice inviting tenders, which will be opened 

Telegraph Posts. thirty days from that date, at the Chief Tele- 
graph Office, 10, Carretas, Madrid, for the 

supply of 10,000 telegraph posts of various dimensions, impreg- 
nated with creosote, in accordance with conditions set forth in the 
‘‘Gaceta.” The maximum price at which tenders will be received 
is 11 pesetas per post of 65 to 7 metres, 17 pesetas per post of 
8 metres, 24 pesetas per post of 10 metres, and 33 pesetas per post 
of 12 metres. A deposit of 5 per cent. of the upset price is 
required to qualify any tender. Local representation is necessary. 
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SPAIN—continued 


The ‘“‘Gaceta” of 23rd February contains a copy of a Law sanc- 
Port Works tioning a special credit of 2,986,289 pesetas 
(about 108,955/.) to be expended on port works 

at Castro Urdiales, Province of Santander. 


The ‘‘Gacetas” may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade, 73 Basinghall Street, E.C. 





AUSTRIA-HUNGARY, 


The ‘‘ Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels ” (Brussels) reports that the 
Railwa Hungarian Government have decided to devote 
Rolli pind k 60,000,000 crowns (2,500,0001.) to the purchase 
ae eee: oF rolling- stock for the State railways. The first 
order will comprise 129 locomotives, 930 passenger coaches, and 
4,000 goods waggons. The Minister of Commerce also announces 
that he will submit shortly a scheme for the expenditure of about 
400,000,000 crowns on the railways. 





ITALY: 


In his report on the trade of South Italy for the year ara H.M. 

Consul-General at Naples ( Mr. ‘E. Nev ille 
Port Works, &. Rolfe, M.V.O.), states that in consequence of 

increasing shipping at the port of Naples, the 
Italian Government have voted 14,100,000 lire (564,000/.) for the 
further development of the port and quays. Besides this a new 
steam basin is to be made to the east of the existing harbour, for 
which a sum of 12,500,000 lire (500,000/.) has been voted in 
addition. In order to render this basin a safe anchorage, another 
large breakwater will have to be constructed at once. This will 
involve new quays and more warehouses. 


As a result of the taking over of the main lines of railway by the 

State, a considerable sum of money is to be 
Railway Works. expended on the lines situated in the Neapolitan 

provinces. The amount allotted for the Naples 
station is 8,270,000 lire (330,800/.) Large sums are to be spent 
on other stations in the neighbourhood of Naples; two important 
single lines are to be doubled, and, most important of all, a junc- 
tion line is to be made between Naples Central Station and the 
station of Fuorigrotta, which will pass through the city and 
connect the eastern and western systems. The amount allotted 
to this work is 12,000,000 lire (480,000/.) The tot! amount 
voted for the works, which will all be carried out withi.: 50 miles 
of Naples, is 2,564,0000. 
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ITAL Y—continued. 
With regard to the project for conveying the water of the Sele 
Plant from its source in the hills of Avellino and 
for Aqueduct turning its flow from the Mediterranean to the 

Sicniendties Adriatic watershed, Mr. Rolfe states that a 

‘Jong and difficult sloping tunnel to convey the 
water will have to be constructed through the mountain, and the 
water having been conveyed through it will have to be distributed 
so as to irrigate the country and provide the towns of the littoral 
with potable water. 

The works have been begun and the tunnel is at present being 
dug out by hand labour ; modern mechanical means will be brought 
to bear later when the nature of the work is better understood. 
Important plant cannot be put up till better roads are available 
and accommodation of some sort provided for the large number of 
workmen who will require shelter in such a lofty and cold spot 
during the winter months. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 3,744). 





ROUMANIA. 


‘“ Curierul Financiar ” (Bucharest) of 11/24th February ngtifies 
the following calls for tenders :— 


The Roumanian Railway Administration invite tenders, to be 
opened on 11th March, for the supply of 
bellows and portable forges, and also 
tenders, to be opened on 16th March, for 
the supply of 60 locomotives. 


Locomotives: Bellows 
and Portable Forges. 


The Régie of State Monopolies invite tenders, to be opened on 
29th March, for the supply of 1,000,000 kilogs. 


Tobacco. of tobacco in leaf. 


The Ministry of Domains invite tenders, to be opened on 9th 
March, for concessions for working one forest 
at Craiova, five forests at Bucharest, four at 
Jassy, six at Tulcca, two at Ploesci, three at 
Pitesci, and one at Constantza. 


Timber 
Concessions. 


The Municipality of Tvigovishte :nvite tenders, to be opened on 
2oth “March, for carrying out canalisation and 


' Waterworks. waterworks in that town. at the estimated cost 
of 700,000 lei (about 28,0001.) 





TURKEY. 


According to the ‘‘ Levant Herald,” the Turkish Ministry of Public 
Iron Bridge Works have under consideration a project for 
an iron bridge to span the Maritza at Demotika, 
Construction, = wear Kouléli Bourgas. The projected bridge is 
to be 700 metres in length, ana its cost is estimated at £T 30,000. 
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MOROCCO. 
According to the “ Berliner Bérsen-Zeitung,” it is reported in 
Tangier that the construction of a harbour at 
Harbour Works. Laraiche has been decided on, at a cost to the 
Government Treasury of 300,000/. The expen- 
diture on harbour construction at Casablanca and Saffi, for which 
a French company obtained the contract, is given as 120,000. 





URUGUAY: 
H.M. Legation at Monte Video have forwarded a memorandum 
detailing a scheme for improving the lighting 
of the Uruguayan Sea and River Coasts and for 
furnishing the light-houses with modern in- 
stallations at an estimated cost of about 93,0002. 
The plans are to be prepared at the Hydrographic Office and after 
approval will be offered to public tender. A list of :the works 
proposed, with the estimated expenditure on each, may be seen 


by British contractors at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 
the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 


Material for 
Lighthouse 
Construction, &c. 


—— 





CHINA. 


Railway Con- See notice on p. 441. 


struction and Plant. 





JAPAN. 


A supplement to the “Japan Herald” of 18th January contains a 
Railway, Tele- translation of the Japanese Budget for the 
Re ee haat fiscal year ending 31st March, 1908. Among 
P the items may be noted a revenue estimate of 
Foundry Plant. 31,256,180 yen from subscriptions to national 
loans, which it is proposed to apportion to the _ following 
enterprises :—- 





Yen,: ., 
Construction and improvement of the railways... 22,320,000 
Extension of telephone service... rm ..» 9,000,000 
Establishment of steel foundries saa ..- 0,936,180 
Note.—Yen = 2s. O}d. 31,256,180 
EXHIBITION. | 
AUSTRIA-HUNGARY: 


A few forms of application in connexion with the International 
International Motor Exhibition to be held at Prague from 
kee 24th March to Ist April next (see ** Board of 
Motor Exhibition m44e Journal” of 2ist February, p. 375) have 
oF Beagne. been received from H.M. Consul at Prague 
(Capt. A. W. Forbes), and may be obtained, until the supply ‘is 
exhausted, by British firms at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of rade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. March 10th 'is 
the latest date for receiving applications for space at the 
exhibition. : 





’ 
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TRADE OF EGYPT DURING 1906. 


The “Journal” of the British Chamber of Commerce of Egypt 
for February publishes a review of the trade of that country 
during the past year from which the subjoined particulars have 
been extracted. 

The total values of the imports and exports in the last four 
years were as follows :— 





——— 








| 
wibanisc | 1903. | 1904, 1905. | 1906. 
se | Ek ae ee 
“Imports... e ...| 16,758,190 | 20,559,588 | 21,564,076 | 24,010,795 
Exports... «ss|_-19,539,524 | 20,811,040 | 20,360,285 | 24,877,280 
Total trade... _...|_ 36,292,714 | 41,370,628 | 41,924,361 | 48,888,075 











#£E = 1l. 0s. 64d. 

Importe.—The import trade in 1906 shows a gain of £E 2,446,719 
over the preceding year, the main features of a comparison with 
that year being increases under the headings of ‘“ metals” 
(£E 3,868,747 in 1906 as against £E 2,836,765 in 1905), “ timber 
and coal ”__ which includes furniture—‘“ cereals” and ‘‘ chemical 
manures.’ The increase over 1905 is nearly two and a half times 
larger than the expansion in 1905 over 1904, though it falls 
short of the increase noticeable when comparing the returns for 
1904 with those for 1903. The rate of progress shown during 1904 
was, however, to some extent an artificial one due to overstocking 
by merchants. 

Metals.—T'he quantity of yirders and other heavy forms of iron, 
classified according to weight, landed in Egypt during the twelve 
months under review reached 113,589 tons of the value of 
£E 700,480: in 1905 the figures were 88,039 tons value 
£E 490,906. The value of the iron goods, of which the weights 
are not recorded by the Customs, was £E 1,146,648 in 1906 
against LE 755,444 in 1905. 

Clearances under the heading of machinery (locomotives and 
rolling stock being excluded) were £E 371,571 in excess of 
the value in 1905. In the agricultural machinery division, 
Great Britain was credited with £E 184,223, Switzerland £E 19,636, 
Germany £E 11,824 and America £E 4,290. 

The deliveries of locomotives and rolling stock were nearly 
94 per cent. lower than in 1903, the decrease being £E 45,613. 

Timber and Coal.—'This classification—which includes furniture 
—comes out second on the list of increases with a gain of 
£LE 349,068, or 13 per cent. above the clearances of 1905. 

The coal returns, which in 1905 showed a loss of £E 63,686, 
completely recovered their position last year, when the figures 
were no less than £E 228,431 higher than during 1905. The 
extraordinary increase of £E 106,445 in the furniture figures was 
attributable to the opening of certain large hotels. 

Cereals.—'he very rapid rate of expansion noted at the end of 
1905 in the cereal imports was not maintained during 1906, 
though the shipments, nevertheless, showed the substantial gain of 
£E 278,975. Flour was the principal contributor to the gain in 
the cereal class. Compared with 1905, 161,455,024 kilos valued 
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Trade o Egypt — 1906. 
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at £E 1,315,190 were ‘coun against 131,919,256 kilos value 
£E 1,064.75 5, Great Britain supplying 11,237, 257 kilos value 
£E 89,989 against 4,304,746 kilos value £E 355, 166 in 1905. 

Chemical Manures. —Under the heading of “ Chemical Products 
and Pharmaceutical Preparations, &c.,” the imports during 1906 
amounted to £E 260,927, compared w ith £E 162,411 in 1905, and 
there can be no doubt that this increase is almost entirely due to 
additional shipments of artificial manures. 

Textiles—An increase of £E 47,997 was shown under this 
heading, the main movements under the sub-divisions being 
increases of £E 110,599 in Manchester goods, of £E 41,712 in 
made up Jinen goods, and £E 27,539 in clothing goods. 

The following table is of interest as showing the relative 
positions of the countries which have done the largest trade with 
Egy pt during the last four years :— 


—— a 




















| 1903. 1904, 1905. | 1906. 

BEET TIES! Pete ST CT ee © —_e 

| “Ber | Per | Per | | Per 

| - eent. | cent. cent. | ‘cent. 

Imports. of Imports. “¢ Imports.) “)¢ "| | Saoporte, of 

Total. ' Tota). | Total. | Total. 
£E £E | £E £E 

Unite? Kingdom*|6,0 6,446) 36°1 |7,224,100| 33°5 |7,149.428) 83°1 |3,056,4431 33°5 
Turkey ...  — .{2.347,564/ 14 [2,814.59] 132 [3,078,382] 14-2 |4,041,344| 12°6 
France .. | 638,561) 10°1 11,906,992; 92 [2,322,957| 10°7 |2,785,288) 11°6 
Aus'ro-dungary. 1,213,898) 7-2 11,458,521} 7 |1,492.566} 69 |1.718,813) 7-1 
Italy ... | 893,122) 53 41.16%,120] 5°6 |1,183,562] 5-2 |1,201,221] 5 
Germany wee} 742,924) 44 11,020,269) 4°9 | 948,612; 4°3 11,807,675) 5-4 




















* Including British Possessions i in the Mediterranean. 
t Including Algeria. 


In view of the steady drop which has occurred during recent 
years in the United Kingdom’s share of the total Egyptia 
imports, it is satisfactory to note that the decline was arrested 
19U6, and that the home country improved her percentage fro 
30'1 to 33°5. | 

Exports.—The cotton shipments were 6,696,569 cantars value 
£E 20,528,004 against 6,527,085 cantars value £E 15,806,447 
the previous twelve months. The average price per cantar during 
1906 was £E 3,065, whereas in 1905 it was only £E 2,421. 
3,693,156 ar rox of cotton seed valued at £E 2,180,649 left the 
country during 1906, the figures for 1905 being 3,484,596 ardebs 
value £1,714,022. The average price per ardeb has risen from 
£E 0.491 to £E 0.590. The total clearances of onions reached 
80,598 tons value £E 217,031, the returns in 1905 working out to 
112,382 tons value £E 393,354. A very large decrease occurred in 
the sugar exports last year, the shipments only totalling 105,973 
tons, value £E 43,206, or a loss of 578,788 tons, value £E 356,816. 
The exports of beans for the year were 11,977 ardebs, value 
LE 11,477, against 226,551 ardebs, value £E 159,848 in 1905, and 
of gum arabic 7,689,940 kilos value £E 157,330 against 8,838,636 
kilos value LE 217, 133 in 1905. 








Cantar = 99 05 Ibs. AV. ; +s urdeb = 5"447 bushels. 
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IMPERIAL JAPANESE GOVERNMENT STEEL WORKS 
AT WAKAMATSU., 


The following report on the Imperial Japanese Government 
Steel Works at Wakamatsu has been received from H.M. 
Chargé d’Affaires at Tokio : — 


The Imperial Japanese Government Iron and Steel Works 
at Wakamatsu, in Kyiishii, were formally opened on the 
18th of October, 1901, rather more than ten years after the 
first definite proposal of the Government to the Diet for the 
establishment of a model iron and steel works, which would 
render Japan independent of foreign countries for her supply 
of steel and iron manufactures. The importance of making 
the iron yadustry in Japan adequate for all modern require- 
ments was recognised by the Government as soon as commercial 
intercourse brought her into close touch with the Western 
Powers. The Government made an unsuccessful attempt to 
establish works at Kamaishi in Rikuchii Province, and then 
offered subsidies in the hope of attracting private enterprise, 
but with no result. Here the matter rested for some years, 
apparently forgotten, until, in 1890, the Government outlined 
a scheme, and submitted to the Diet estimates of the 
expenditure necessary for its accomplishment. The proposal 
of the Government was rejected by the Lower House, because, 
in the opinion of the House, the Government had failed to 
make it clear how much raw material could be obtained in the 
country. The Upper House, however, was not content to let 
the movement remain in abeyance, and accordingly persuaded 
the Government to appoint a Committee to investigate the 
matter thoroughly, suggesting at the same time that the 
establishment of the steel works and its subsequent control 
should be left in the hands of the Department of Agriculture 
and Commerce instead cf entrusting the working of the scheme 
to the Naval and Military Authorities. A Committee com- 
prising high officials of the interested Departments of State 
assisted by technical experts, was thereupon nominated, and an 
exhaustive report was duly furnished on the questions submitted 
by the Government, the following in particular :— 


1. The amount of iron ore obtainable in Japan. 
2. The trial manufacture of pig iron and steel, and 
3. The organisation of the works. 


The Government appears to have been dissatisfied with this 
report, and appointed a fresh Committee to carry out further 
investigations on the same subjects. This Committee, under 
the immediate supervision of the then Minister of Agriculture 
and Commerce, attained success in a trial manufacture of 
steel at Kamaishi, and the Government thereupon decided that 
the time was ripe for putting the scheme into execution. 
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These preliminary investigations had occupied about five 
years, and at the beginning of 1896 a Bill was introduced into 
the Diet for the disbursement of a sum of about 410,000/. as 
expenses for the establishment of the works. The Bill was 
passed unanimously by both Houses, and on March 30th, 1896, 
an Imperial Edict was > bound dealing with the official organisa- 
tion of the works. In accordance with the suggestion made 
five years previously by the Upper House, the working of the 
scheme was placed under the control of the Department of 
Agriculture and Commerce. The staff of officers was to consist 
of a President, chosen by the Cabinet, with a salary of 400/. a 
year, one chief expert with a salary of 300/. a year, two 
managers with salaries of 200/. a year each, eight experts with 
salaries averaging 120/. a year, and 30 clerks and 40 assistants 
at an average monthly wage of 3/. In addition to this native 
staff two German engineers were engaged, one of whom remains 
on the staff at the present time. 

In crder to examine the existing conditions of steel works in 
foreign countries and to obtain the best expert opinions regard- 
ing the new undertaking, three engineers were sent to Europe 
and America. The report which they furnished on their 
return showed that the original vdimmabed submitted to the Diet 
were far too small, and a supplementary budget was therefore 
presented in 1898 applyi ing for a further sum of about 650,000/., 
which brought the appropriation to about 1,060,000/., to be 
voted as a continuing fund spread over the four years ending 19V1. 
In February, 1899, a further sum of about 863,285/. was voted 
by the Diet for the improvement of Wakamatsu harbour to 
facilitate transportation by sea, and to secure cheap and regular 
supplies of coal and ore for the use of the works. Thus, the 
total amount of the sums appropriated for the establishment 
of the works amounted to nearly 2,000,000/. 

The area of the works is about 330 acres, including some 
82 acres of ground recently purchased for the purposes ; of en- 
largement, and not yet built upon. 

The exact situation is Yawata-machi, Onga-gori, Chikuzen 
Province, in the north-western district of the island of 
Kyishi. It is quite close to Wakamatsu, the chief port for 
the export of Kyiishii coal, and about nine miles west of Moji, 
the well-known ‘coaling port on the Shimonoseki Straits and 
northern terminus of the Kyishi railway. 

The position was chosen largely on account of its proximity 
to the Chikuhé coalfields, by far the most extensive coal pro- 
ducing district at present known in Japan. This district lies 
some 30 miles to the south of Wakamatsu in the provinces of 
Chikuzen and Buzen, and covers an area of over 320 square 


miles. 
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The entrance to Wakamatsu harbour is very narrow, opening: 
to a basin about a mile across at its widest part. This basin, 
again, opens on to a large lagoon some ten miles in circum- 
ference. It is on the eastern side of this lagoon that the 
Imperial steel works stand. The lagoon is naturally very 
shallow, but dredging operations have been carried on since: 
1890 by the Wakamatsu Harbour Improvement Works, with 
the result that the depth of water alongside the quay wall for 
about 630 feet is 20 feet at ebb tide. 

It has been noticed above that a grant was made by the Diet 
in 1899 for the improvement of Wakamatsu Harbour, but this: 
was not the beginning of the dredging operations. The future: 
of Wakamatsu had for many years past been pr actically assured 
owing to its proximity to the Chikuhd coalfields. The only 
obstacle in the way of development was the great diaierwante 
of the harbour, which at that time was only 55 feet deep in its: 
shallowest part. To remove this obstacle official sanction was 
obtained in May, 1890, for the organisation of the Wakamatsu 
Harbour Works Company, which had for its objects (1) the 
construction of a breakwater 2,245 yards long, and (2) the 
dredging of the shallowest parts within and without the har- 
bour. By June, 1893, a depth of 8 feet had been obtained, 
and in May, 1896, soon after the issue of the Imperial Edict: 
officially announcing the organisation of the steel works, it 
was decided to extend the dredging operations very con- 
siderably in view of the fact that Wakamatsu had been chosen 
by the Government for the site of the works. At the present 
time there is a depth at ebb tide of 20 feet over one-third of 
the harbour, and it is expected that in a few years time this. 
depth will be obtained throughout the length of the quay wall 
(over 2,000 feet long), which was completed in 1905. The 
limitations of this quay wall do not allow dredging to a greater 
depth than 20 feet. On completion of the operations three or 
four ships of from 2,000 to 3,000 tons displacement will be 
able to load and unload cargo simultaneously alongside the 
wall. At present there is not room for more than one vessel 
of this displacement. 

A branch line of the Kyishii Railway now connects Kokura 
and Kurozaki, passing through Yawata, where there is a statiom 
immediately adjoining the stecl works. Yawata, again, is 
connected with the quay and all parts of the works, which now 
have a length of railway lines amounting to 30 miles. : This 
length will be increased in the near future. The gauge in use 
is the narrow gauge—that used throughout Japan—conse- 
guently complete comniunication has been established betweer 
the main railway system and ali parts of the works. 

Although Yawata is the station nearest to the works, the 
most convenient station for passenger traffic is Okura on the 
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main line.. This station is only twenty-eight minutes from 
Moji by train, and two miles from the works, whereas the time 
taken to travel between Moji and Yawata stations is one hour 
and a half. 

The chief advantage resulting from the construction of the 
branch line referred to above, is that coal can now be carried 
directly to the works from their own mines at Futase in 
Chikuzen Province, a distance of 30 miles. An extensive 
addition of machinery is about to be made at these mines, 
including an electric power-house equipped with turbine, sur- 
face condensing plants, and pumping machinery, all of British 
manufacture. 

The present output from these mines is not sufficient to meet 
the demands of the works, supplementary supplies being 
obtained from privately owned collieries at Miike in Chikuzen 
Province, and the island of Takashima near Nagasaki. 

The total consumption of coal per annum is about 500, 000 
tons. 

The coal-washing plant at present in use has a capacity of 
1,200 tons per 24 hours, and 500 tons of washed .coal are 
required to produce 300 tons of coke. For every ton of pig 
iron made, 20 cwt. of coke are consumed. The coke appears 
to be rather poor, the best being produced by two batteries of 
Semet Solvag and Koppée ovens. Beehive ovens are also in 
use. The cost of coke delivered at the blast furnaces is from 
19s. to 20s. per ton. ! 

A by-product plant is being built to take ammonium-sul- 
phate and tar from the Semet Solvag battery. 

There are two blast furnaces in working order and one in 
‘course of construction, to be completed in 1907. ‘The two fur- 
naces now in use produce 300 ‘nis of pig iron in L 24 hours, one 
giving 175 tons and the other 125 tons. : 

At present the blast machinery is driven by steam generated 
in 24 Lancashire boilers by the gas from the furnace tops, but 
by-product plant is in course of construction for purifying 
the gas from the furnace tops and using it in engines to drive 
the blast machinery. | 

The ore used at the furnaces is hematite, with some magne- 
tite and limonite. About 80 per cent. of this ore comes from 
the Dayeh mines, near Hankow, in China, under special con- 
tract with the Hang Yang Iron Works, owners of the mines. 
The Dayeh ore contains on an average 60 ner cent. of iron, and 
at least 100,000 tons must be supplied annually. (Up to the 
month of September, in 1906, the quantity of ore serit to Japan 
‘was 110,000 tons.) The cost of this ore at the mines is from 
As. to 7s. per ton, and the freight to Wakamatsu is 7s. per ton, 
80 that the cost of the ore delivered at the furnaces is from 
Als. to 14s. per ton. , 
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The transport of the China ore is entirely in the- hands of 
the Mitsu Bishi Kwaisha, the well-known Japanese firm. A 
contract was made with this Company whereby the whole of 
the Hankow ore would be carried by them, provided at least 
two ships of 3,000 tons displacement were built especially for 
the purpose. Two vessels of 3,400 tons displacement were. 
accordingly built at Nagasaki in 1901, and these ply regularly 
between Hankow and Wakamatsu, discharging their cargoes. 
alongside the quay wall. Altogether 15 ships of between 2,000, 
and 3,000 tons displacement loaded and unloaded at the quay wall. 
from January to October, 1906. <A large proportion of the ore 
for the works is transferred into lighters at Moji from ships. 
which are too big to enter Wakamatsu harbour. The incon- 
venience and extra expense caused by this transter are inevitable 
owing to the scarcity of vessels of draught and displacement 
suitable to Wakamatsu Harbour. 

An irregular supply of hematite ore is obtained from Chorem 
and Kutzuzan in Corea; and a contract has recently been con- 
cluded for an annual supply of 10,000 tons of limonite ore from 
Abuta in the province of Iburi in the Hokkaidéd (or Yezo, the 
northern island of Japan). 

About 12,000 tons of limonite are obtained annually from 
Yanahara in Mimasaka Province, and small quantities from 
the provinces of Tosa and Buzen. 

It is fully realised that the primary object of the Imperial 
Steel Works cannot be attained while Japan is dependent on 
foreign countries for the great part of her supply of raw 

material, T'wo mines have been purchased at Akadani and 
Kamo, in Echigo province, and works were commenced in 
the former some six or seven years ago, but a committee of 
enquiry reperted that the cost of freight to Wakamatsu would 
render the undertaking a financial ‘loss. It was calculated 
that the Dayeh ore could be delivered at the furnaces at a 
cheaper rate than the Akadani ore. The ore in these two mines 
is very rich in iron, so that it is in the highest degree probable 
that every effort will be made on the part of the authorities to 
facilitate transport from Echigo, and gradually replace, par- 
tially if not totally, Dayeh ore by ore obtained from their own 
mines. The satisnated output of the Akadani mines, when in 
full working order, is about 100,000 tons of ore annually. 

The whole of the limestone. burnt in the blast furnaces comes 
from Tsunemi, in Buzen Province, Kyishi. The amount con- 
sumed per annum is about 35,000 tons, at a cost of 2s. 6d. per 
ton, delivered at the furnaces. 

A conduit leads water from the itabitsu river, about 2} miles 
away, and distributes it all over the works. The average 
amount of water supplied per minute is 1,200 gallons. A con- 
duit is now being laid from the Onga river, 10 miles distant. 
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On completion of this conduit, the total amount of water sup- 
plied per minute will be about 6,600 gallons. 

For purposes of storage two reservoirs have been built, and 
a third is under construction. Of the two already completed, 
one of a capacity of 120,000 cubic metres, is near Okura station ; 
the other is at Otani, quite close to the works, and has a 
capacity of 200,000 cubic metres. The unfinished reservoir is 
also at Otan, and will, when completed, have a storage capacity 
of 200,000 cubic metres. 

There are three principal departments in the works, viz :— 

I. The pig iron department. 
The steel department, and 
3 The rolling mill department. 

Besides these there are :—Electric central building, central 
pumping station, iron foundry, repairing shop, pattern shop 
and foundry sand storage, boiler shop, smithy, chemical and 
mechanical laboratory and inspection bureau, and fire brick 
plant. 

The buildings are lighted throughout by electric light. 

There are at present two Bessemer converters with a 
capacity of 150 tons each per 24 hours, one charge amounting 
to 10 tons. In three years’ time a third plant will be completed, 
according to designs drawn up by the Scam expert in charge 
of the Bessemer Department. 

The fire bricks and tuers used in the Bessemer converters 
are now all made at the works. ‘The result is not entirely 
satisfactory, largely owing to the poor quality of Japanese clay. 
Good clay is very scarce and consequently dear. It is doubt- 
ful, however, whether foreign bricks are sufficiently superior 
to the home-made ones to justify the increase in cost which 
their import would occasion. 

The foregoing remarks apply to all crucibles used at the 
works. 

There are now eight Siemens-Martin furnaces, putting out 
about the same quantity of molten steel per 24 hours as the 
two Bessemer converters, ¢.e., 300 tons. A great part of this 
steel is taken in 5-ton ingots direct to the siohe mill, to which 
reference will be made later. 

Under present conditions the works are able to turn out about 
90,000 tons of finished material a year. The original plans 
were for an annual output of 60,000 tons. which would have. 
satisfied one-half of the demands of that time, but the success 
of the venture and the steady increase of Government require- 
ments have brought about a sensible extension of the original 
programme. In the course of the next five or six years it is 
confidently expected that the annual output will amount to 
180,000 tons, z.e., double the present output. 

By far the createst portion of the products goes to the 
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Imperial Navy Department, the remainder being purchased 
by the War and Railway Departments. Materials used at the 
various Arsenals in J Fapan—Toky 0, Kure, Sasebo, Osaka, Yoko- 
suka and Maizur y suy 
Works. Prdctioally: all the materials for the building of ships 
of war are now turned out at the works; it should be noteéd, 
however, that armour plate is not made there. 

For the Railway Department 40,000 tons of rails are turned 
out yearly. These rails vary in weight from 9 lbs. to 60 lbs. 
a yard, the output of heavy rails being ten times that of light 
rails. 

Heavy rails are exported in large quantities to Corea for use 
on the Corean and connecting systems. 

The selling price of heavy rails is about ¢/. 10s. per ton. 

With regard. to the prices paid by these three Government 
Departments for goods purchased from the Imperial Steel 
Works, it appears that special contracts are made and renewed 
annually. The contract price is not dependent on the current 
foreign market prices, but is arranged in advance on the basis 
of the average prices ruling abroad during the immediately 
preceding five years, due consideration being also given to 
existing conditions at the works. 

In order to convey a definite idea of the materials supplied 
by the Imperial Steel Works, the following tables have been 
drawn up giving a description of the rolled products and the 
total output of the same during the period May to August, 
1906. 

‘Table of Rolled Products of the Imperial Steel Works, Waka- 
matsu, Japan. 





STEEL PLATES AND SHEETS. 


























Weight per i Maximum Maximum _ Maximum 
Square Foot. Fadokmens, Width. | Length. Area. 
Lbs, | Inch. Feet. Feet. | Square Feet. 
2°5 | pe 4 8 32 
to te to to to 
61°5 1k: | 7 33 j 150 








ROUND, SQUARE, AND FLAT STEELS. 








+ | Dimensions. 
| 
Reunds ... en ...| # inch to 8 inches square. 
Squares’... | - os ...| # inch to 5‘inches square. 
Flats sis ‘ian ..:| 4 inch to 4 inches width, 4 inch to 4 inch thickness, 
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|-BEAM 
Heightand | Thickness of Thickness of Weight per 
Width. | Web. Flange. Foot. 
| | tus 
| Inch, Inch. | Inch. Lbs. 
3 xX 3 0:200 | 0332 85 
to to | to to 
18 X 7 0°550 | 0-928 75°0 
Z-BaR. 
| i 2 
Height and Width; Thickness of | Thickness of Weight per 
and Width. Web. Flange. Foot. 
saints veiviiilesiiianaiaiain . | > eee 
Inch. Inch. | Inch. Lbs. 
3 xX 23 xX 3 0°300 | 0° 400 9°31 
to to to to 
10 X 38 X 38h O°475 0575 28°16 
| CHANNEL. 
Height and Width Thickness of Thickness of | Weight per 
and Width. Web. Flange. | Foot. 
A | 
Inch. Inch. | Inch. Lbs. 
4xXx2X2 | 0°250 | 0°375 7°96 
to to | to to 
bxKX4x4 | 0°525 | 0°630 41°94 
| 
ANGLE, UNEQUAL SIDED. 
Width. Thickness. Weight per Foot. 
Inch. Inch. Lbs. 
23 X 2 0°175 2°57 
to to to 
7 X83 0525 17°81 
ANGLE, EQUAL-SIDED. 
Width. Thickness. Weight per Foot, 
Inch. Inch. | Lbs. 
1X1 0°125 | 0°80 
to | to | to 
6 xX 6 | 28-18 
| 
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Imperial Japanese Government Steel Works at Wukamatsu. 











BULB ANGLE, UNEQUAL-SIDED. 
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Width. | Thickness. Weight per Foot. 
Inch. Thickness. Lbs. 
5 xX 2 0°325 9°33 
to to to 
9X 3h 0°475 22°70 
BULB, TEE. 
Height and Thickness | Thickness Weight 
Weight. of Web. of Flange. per foot. 
peat ats — | PRI 
Inch Inch. Inch. | Lbs. 
7X35 0°425 0°425 19°01 
to to to to 
12 X 6} 0°575 0-650 42°49 
BULB PLATE. 
PL Hae 2 ctleaienpilaielabensiamiaiaedeinnne t 
Width. | Thickness. Weight per Foot. 
simile m ——- Se 
Inch. | Thickness. Lbs. 
9 0:450 16°86 
to | to to 
12 | 0°600 29°42 
‘T - BARS. 
Height and Thickness of Thickness of | Weight per ) 
Width. Web. Flange. | Foot. 
nae ds See ? 
Inch. Inch. Inch. | Lbs. 
4X 13 0°187 0°187 | 1°81 
to to to | to 
S23 4 0°500 0°500 | 16°22 











Weight per 


RAILS. 








Length of One 


Number of Pieces 


Weight per 








Yard. | Piece. for One Mile. Mile. 
| 
| | 
Lbs. Foot. | Ton (Eng.) 
9 15 ) 704 | 12°253 
to to to to 
6) 30 | 352 | 94-286 
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List of Rolled Products manufactured by the Imperial Steel 
Works, from May to August, 1906. 





oo 
squint | Weight, in Tons. 
| 














Plates and sheets ... - nae one = oe nia 7,316 
Round, square and flat bars _ ona 24s ie jon | 3,382 
Angles, channels, tees and other shops .. on pes one 2,311 
Blooms ose cee one ove eee oes one oe6 55 
Heavy rails... —_ ons she oe ies oo ace 11,110 
Light rails ... eee cee oes eee eee one ia 1,179 

Total _ _ on 25,353 








The following copy of the tensile tests taken on the 10th 
October, 1906, is furnished as an index to the quality of steel 
turned out at the works :— 























| 
| R Ultimate 
| Elongation . 
Marked, _ Slee, | Elongation.| per cent. strain per | Per cent. of 
in Inches. of lencth. | Sauare inch,} reduction. 
ae in tons. 
M. 9095 plate| ¢# in. thick 8 inches 22°26 26°55 57°58 
~ - - a 20°70 26°59 47°65 
M. 9163 __,, “ . 26°17 26°72 60°41 
9 ’9 ° + | 26°95 26°57 60°93 
M.9219  ,, | in. thick. in | 2460 | 27°78 | 60°06 
” - “a - | 25°39 28-09 52°04 
| 











A large proportion of the machinery supplied is of German 
make. In the first instance all machinery was procured from 
Germany with the exception of some electric cranes of American 
make, but now England and America are fairly well repre- 
sented. 

The pig iron and steel plant is practically all from Germany. 

In the rolling mill department the English plant is as 
follows :— 

1. Tyre Mill—This mill is now finished and in working 
order. 
2. ee Mili.—This mill is finished and will start work- 
ing shortly. 
3. Galvanised Plate Mill.—This mill is not yet finished. 


An American firm have supplied the following plant : — 


1. Plate Mill.—In working order. 

2. Wire Rod Mill_—Not yet finished. 

3. Wire Drawing.—Finished, but not yet in working 
order. 
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It is impossible to give here even a brief description of all 
the mills, but it may be of interest to select one and attempt 
to convey some idea of the general working. For this purpose 
the above-mentioned plate mill is chosen. 

The mill has a capacity for a plate weighing five tons. The 
engine for driving the mill is of massive construction and 
works in one direction, the plate passing through the mill back- 
wards and forwards, assisted by roller tables raised and lowered 
by electricity and hy draulies. 

The furnaces for heating the billets are arranged at right 
angles to the rolling mill, in front of which works an 
American electric-hy draulic charger. One man can easily 
handle this machine, which travels on rails in front of the fur- 
naces. Each billet is removed by the charger and placed on 
the roller table of the rolling mull. 

The finished plate is conveyed from the rolls to the shearing 
machine by an overhead electric traveller, and deposited on 
a bed of rollers some three feet from the ground and level with 
the shears. These rollers are free to swivel in any direction, 
and are fixed on vertical rods about three feet apart. The 
floor is completely covered in this way. The rollers greatly 
facilitate the moving of the plate by hand, which effects a con- 
siderable saving of time. 

Except in one or two instances the authorities have adopted 
the wise policy of purchasing the best machinery which can 
be obtained in Europe and America. But some plant in the 
Rolling Mill Department bears evidence of having been bought 
in the cheapest market; the design is quite out of date and the 
finish far from perfect. It must be understood that this is the 
rare exception, and that nearly all the machinery in use at the 
works is of the most modern type. 

The shops are in all cases buildings of iron construction with 
eames, sheet iron or gypsum roofs, put up by a British 

rm 

The works are well equipped with travelling yard cranes 
driven by steam, some, of 1906 make, having been obtained from 
a British firm. 

On the quay wall are five cranes, one of 25 tons capacity, 
two of two tons capacity, and two of 1} tons capacity. 

The steam is supplied to the various engines in the Rolling 
Mill Department from a battery of 27 boilers of the Lancashire 
type, working at a pressure of 100 lbs. to the square inch, and 
fitted with rivetted steel chimneys. There are altogether 127 
boilers of this type, supplied by a British firm. 

The locomotives used in the works are all from Germany, 
purchased through a Japanese firm, by whose agency a great 
portion of the machinery has been obtained. These locomotives 
are driven by steam. 
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The number of skilled and unskilled workmen. employed 
at the works is about 7,000 with 3,000 coolies, bringing the 
total number of employees up to 10,000. 

The daily wage paid varies from 18 sen to 1 yen 90 sen (in 
English money, from 43d. to 3s. 10d.). | 

In addition to the buildings already mentioned there are two 
hospitals — a general hospital, with 30 beds, within the pre- 
cincts, and an infectious hospital, with 10 beds—about half-a- 
mile distant from the works. Both are equipped with a fully 
qualified medical staff and modern appliances. 

At present there are 300 wooden constructions for the resi- 
dence of workmen, and 1,500 are being built. According to a 
three years’ programme the total number of dwelling houses 
is to be 3,000. | 

Norte.-—The names of the various firms (British, American and 
Japanese) referred to may be obtained on application to the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall 
Street, E.C. 





TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS. 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 


The Board of Trade have received from their Correspondent in 

issih Melbourne copies of various Orders. and 

eeidinde' Circulars, which have been issued by the 

Department of Trade and Customs for the 

Commonwealth of Australia, containing Decisions under the 

Customs Act of 1901 and the Commerce Act of 1905, as shown 
below : — , 

Customs ACT. 

Order No. 824 lays down Regulations under which spirits of a 
strength of not less than 65 degrees over proof may be methylated 
for the manufacture of sulphuric ether. 

Under Order No. 825 the difference is determined between 
‘‘ collar checks,” which are free of Customs duty, and “ kerseys,” 
which are dutiable at 15 per cent. ad valorem; it has been laid 
down that collar checks ranging from 40 to 44 inches in width, 
and not exceeding 2s. per yard in value, and those from 44 to 52 
inches in width, up to 2s. 6d. per yard, are to be admitted free of 
duty. All others will be charged a duty 15 per cent. ad valorem. 
In cases of doubt, however, a sample is to be submitted for 
decision. 

COMMERCE ACT. 

Under Order No. 826 it is directed that when imported manures 
consist of more than one “ principal active constituent,” the trade 
description shall set out the principal active constiwents thereof. 
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AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH—continued. 


The “ Commonwealth of Australia Gazette ” for 12th January last 
contains a By-law, dated 9th January, 1907, 
whereby the following article will be admitted 
free of Customs duty, when imported into the 
Commonwealth for use in the manufacture of 
apparel :— 

| “Snake belt furniture,” not being gold or 
silver, or gold or silver plated. 


Free Importation 
of “Snake Belt 
Furniture” for 
the Manufacture 

of Apparel. 





TRANSVAAL. 
The ‘Transvaal Government Gazette” of 18th January last con- 
iccatitlincs alt tains a Notice (No. 31 of 1897), dated 9th 

a rw January, 1907, whereby the importation of 
Natal Prohibited. cattle from Natal into the Transvaal is prohi- 

bited, exception being made however in the 
case of stock entering under permit from oversea and passing 
through Natal by rail direct. 

The present Notice further provides that ‘“ slaughter cattle’ 
may be imported into the Transvaal by persons holding permits 
which have been issued up to 9th January, 1907, under the 
Regulations published under Government Notice No. 1,287 of 
1906, which is now withdrawn. 

The same issue of the ‘ Gazette” also contains a Notice 
(No. 32 of 1907) which lays down regulations as to the treatment. 
of any cattle which are imported contrary to the provisions of the 
above-mentioned Notice, No. 31 of 1907, and for the levying of 
fines on any person who shal! import such cattle. 

The regulations issued under Government Notice No. 1,288 of 
1906 are repealed. 


? 





CEYLON. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the ‘“‘ Ceylon Govern- 
; ment Gazette” for Ist February last, containing 
ogunsene Regulations made under Section 6 of Ordinance 
relating to 20 of 1898, which are to be observed for the 
Rebate of Duty purpose of claiming the rebate of import duty 
ah OO allowed by the Customs tariff on “ kerosene oil ” 
in Oil Engines. ised as the source of motive power in any oil 
engine in the Colony of Ceylon. 

The present Rigalelsoen, which cancel those of Auyust 18th, 
1905, provide that at the time of making such claim for rebate a 
certificate shall be furnished to the Principal Collector of Customs 
setting out the place where the engine was used, a description of 
the engine, including the name of its maker and its horsepower, 
the period for which rebate is claimed, the number of hours during 
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CEY LON—continued. 


which the engine was employed in such perioi, and the quantity 
of oil used during those hours as the source of motive power in 
such engine. 

These particulars are to be given inacertain form specified in the 
Regulations, which may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 


Branch of the Board of Trade, 75, Basinghall Street, E.C. 


With reference to the notice which appeared on p. 232 of the 
aid ot Cin... Board of ‘Trade Journal” for dist January 
0 poh _ last, respecting the duty leviable upon tea 
i ae Patt exported from Ceylon, the Board of Trade have 
A of 1894 after 2° received a copy of the ‘‘ Ceylon Government 
eek ‘Tetialhee Gazette” for Ist February, 1907, which 
1908, | Contains a Proclamation (dated 24th January, 
‘ 1907) by the Governor of the Colony notifying 
that Ordinance No. 4 of 1894, under which an export duty of 
20 cents per 100 Ibs. is levied on tea, shall cease to be in force as 
from 3lst December, 1908. 





EGYPT. 


The Egyptian “Journal Officiel” for the 11th February, 1907, 
contains a Valuation Tariff for use in assessing 
import duties on wines from Greece, Turkey 
and Cyprus. A copy of the Tariff, which was 
to come into force on the 8th February, 1907, and is to remain in 
operation until the 7th February, 1908, or until denunciation, 
may be seen by persons interested at the Commercial Intelligence 


Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 


Valuation Tariff 
for certain Wines. 





NETHERLANDS. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of a 
translation of a Dutch Royal Decree of December 
12th, 1906, amending in certain details the 
regulations (prescribed by Decree of April 25th, 

'1906), under which exemption of excise duty 
is accorded in the Netherlands to salt used for 
salting vegetables and nuts which are exported 
in quantities of at least 200 kilogrammes. 

Complete translations of the two Decrees mentioned above may 
be seen on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of 

the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 


Exemption from 
Excise Duty on 
Salt used for 
Salting Vege- 
tables and Nuts 
for Export. 
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BELGIUM—ROUMANIA. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at pp. 22-4 of the 
“ Board of Trade Journal” for the Sth July 


Been nig last on the subject of the Commercial Con- 
Céwention vention between Belgium and Roumania, the 
biden thichove Board of Trade are now in receipt, through the 
pny 8 2 Foreign Office, of copies of the Belgian and 


Roumanian Laws approving the Convention, 


' from which it appears that the exchange of ratifications took place 


at Bucharest on the 12th January, 1907. 





FRANCE: 


Article 26 of the French Budget Law for 1907, the text of which 
appears in the “‘ Journal Officiel” for the 31st 
Increase of J :; is ; ” 
al te anuary, raises the “refining tax” on sugar 
Refining Tax” from 1 franc (the rate fixed by the Law of 
on Uoenr. rom 1 franc ( e rate fixed by the Law o 
17th April, 1906) to 2 francs per 100 kilo- 
grammes of refined sugar. 
The ‘ refining tax” is levied on all refined sugar imported into 
or refined in France. 


A recent French Customs Circular contains a copy of a Presidential 

Decree and of a Law ratifying the same, fixing 

ae nigral the rate of the: manufacturing tax on alcohol 

ax on £10080" and products with an alcoholic base, from the 
lst January, 1907, at 1 fr. 72 cts. per hectolitre of pure alcohol. 


A French Presidential Decree of 17th October last constitutes the 

Exhibits for the grounds of the International Maritime Exhibi- 

Serthovuiine tion, to be held at Bordeaux from May to 

Seteeahtiannt November, 1907, a Customs warehouse. Articles 

Maritime Exhibj- °°2* for exhibition may be despatched through 

ois ion their destination under transit regulations, 
* without Customs examination at the frontier. 


The French Minister of Agriculture has issued two Decrees, dated 
15th November, 1906, prescribing the sanitary 


face ce al measures to be taken with regard to living 
dee ie animals and fresh meat which, after having 
mporeton been exported from France, are rejected and 

of Living Animals 


sent back to France by foreign public health 
and Fresh Meat. ithorities. A F ex Be Ala Circular 
containing copies of these two Decrees may be seen by persons 
interested at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 
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FRANCE—ALGERIA,: 


A recent French Customs Circular contains a copy of a Presidential 
Establishment of Decree, dated 25th October, 1906, confirming 

Titernn! Date * decision of the Algerian financial Delegations 
maw Tob Y relative to the establishment in Algeria of a tax 
ae ts rte on tobacco. 


In virtue of this decision, from the 1st January, 1907, there was 
to be levied in Algeria, in addition to the customs duties on 
tobacco imported from foreign countries :— 


1. A special examination tax (tae spéciale de. reconnaissance) 
of one centime per kilogramme net on Algerian tobacco in the 
leaf, as also on imported leaf tobacco, stems, cuttings, waste and 
manufactured tobacco of any origin. 


2. An internal consumption duty. on tobacco manufactured in 
Algeria or imported, fixed as follows :— 


Cigars and other kinds of tobacco sold to consumers at the 
undermentioned prices per kilogramme vet (including the tax) :— 


Consumption duty. 
Per kilogramme net 


A. 1st category— of tobacco. 
Cigars—More than 24 frs. ste 5 Ff 
Other tobacco—More than 8 frs. ... | aire 


B. 2nd category— 
Cigars—More than 12 frs. 50 cts., 
and up to 24 frs. es 
Other tobacco—More than 5 frs and 
up to Sirs. ... oe 


C. 3rd category— 
Cigars— Not exceeding 12 frs. 
1 fr. 50 cts 


3 francs. 


a0 cts. . ; 
Other tobacco—N ot exceeding 5 frs, 


Algerian leaf tobaccos bought by the French Régie, and those 
declared for exportation are exempt from the special examination 
tax; and manufactured tobacco exported from Algeria is to be 
free of the internal consumption duty. 


Copies of French Presidential Decrees prescribing regulations 
as to the application of, and exemption from the tobacco tax, 
conditions and formalities as regards packing, transport, exposing 
for sale, &c., may be seen by persons interested at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 
E.C. 
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PORTUGUESE EAST AFRICA. 


The “ Boletim Official do Governo Geral da Provincia de 
New Tariff Mogambique” for the 12th January contains 
Mise otal Ministerial announcement to the effect that 
y~. royal authority has been granted to the 
Company’s Terri- N “aa 
! Nyassa Company to enforce provisionally a new 
tories enforced (7, Tariff OR HE: call tas 
rovisionally. ustoms Tariff on merchandise imported into 
P or exported from the territories administered by 
the Company, on the express condition that as soon as a new tariff 
is framed for the Province of Mozambique, the Company shall 
elaborate and submit for approval a definitive draft tariff in 
harmony therewith. 
_ The new provisionai Tariff (in Portuguese) may be seen by persons 
interested at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board 
of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 





ROUMANIA: 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 

translations of certain Roumanian Customs 

Canfas Circulars containing decisions affecting the 

Decisions. . irculars containing dec g the 

ariff classification of the undermentioned 
articles on importation into Roumania :— 

Frost nails (corner pieces with bolts) for horseshoes, being parts 
of horseshoes of which the bolt does not serve to adapt them to 
the horseshoes, cannot be considered as articles furnished with 
bolts provided for in No. 613 of the Tariff; and they are therefore 
to be classified as articles of rolled iron, weighing per piece less 
than 4 kilog., under No. 605 (e) of the Tariff, at the rate of 35 lei 
per 100 kilogs. 

Advertisements printed by any process whatever on card, wood, 
tin, &c., are dutiable under No. 446 of the Tariff at the rate of 
200 lei per 100 kilogs. 

Pumps for sprinkling vines, with the belts and indiarubber 
tubing belonging to them, are dutiable under No. 737 of the 
Tariff, at the rate of 8 lei per 100 kilogs. 

Metals and metalloids enumerated in No. 583 of the Tariff 
(copper, zinc, lead, tin, nickel, antimony, aluminium, silver, 
mercury, platinum, gold, bismuth, &c.), are only dutiable under 
that number at the rate of 50 bani per 1U0 kilogs. if they are 
imported in an absolutely raw state, without any form, 2.e., in raw 
blocks or fragments intended to be re-melted; but when they are 
imported in any sort of form, even in a raw state, derived from 
smelting, pressing or hammering, such as plates, slabs, bars, &c., 
they are dutiable under the Tariff No. providing for them, 
according to kind. 
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ROUMANIA—SERVIA. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
‘al a copy of a Commercial Convention between 
ere Roumania and Servia, which was signed at 
Leconte Bucharest on the 23rd December last. This 

a Mien Convention provides for the reciprocal accord 
above wountrtes- of most-favoured-nation treatment in respect 
of import and export duties, and for freedom of goods in transit. 
In matters of navigation, the Convention provides for national 
treatment except as regards coasting trade, and except also 
as regards the special privileges bestowed by either country on the 
national fisheries. National treatment is also secured to the two 
countries by the Convention in respect of tonnage, harbour, 
pilotage, lighthouse, quarantine and other similar dues. 

The Convention is to come into operation on the day following 
the day on which the exchange of ratifications takes place, and is 
to remain in force for four years, and, unless denounced one year 
before the expiration of that period, until one year after 
denunciation by either of the contracting parties. 





SERVIA—TURKEY,. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at pp. 613-5 of the 
* Board of Trade Journal” for the 27th 
September last on the subject of the Com- 
mercial Treaty between Servia and Turkey, the 
Board of ‘Trade are now in receipt, througk the 
Rchenthen at Foreign Office, of information to the effect that 
Stink: dillon aa the ratifications of the Treaty in question were 

y exchanged at Constantinople on the 2th 
ground Paprika. December, 1906. 

In virtue of a supplementary Protocol signed at Belgrade on 
the 30th October, 1906, the Servian import duty on ground 
paprika (Tariff No. 9 & 4) is redaced from 40 francs to 20 francs 
per 100 kilogs. for the period of duration of the Treaty. 


Ratification of 
the Commercial 
Treaty between 
above Countries. 





| PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 
The “ Official Gazette,” published by authority of the Philippine 


eT ee , Commission, for 2nd January contains an Act 
mcr ee of the Commission, dated 14th December, 1906, 
ty on Rice continuing in force until lst May, 1908, the 


maintained in “hard : 
ed i existing rates of duty upon rice, unhusked, 


seren. husked, and in flour, imported into the 
Philippine Islands. The rates thus maintained in force are :— 
Rice — Do's. Cents. 
Unhusked ste ... 100 kilogs. 0 4.0 
Husked ... i ois . 0 50 
Flour... * 1 50 


[Note.— By the Act of Congress of 3rd March, 1905, i: was 
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provided that higher rates of duty were to be levied on rice from 
lst January, 1907 ; but the Philippine Commission was empowered 
to continue in force the rates given above until in its opinion the 
conditions in the Philippine Island might warrant the higher rates. | 





CUBA. 


The Cuban ‘ Gaceta Oficial” of the 18th January last contains the 
text of a Decree by. the Provisional Governor 


Abatement or of Cuba, stating that in view of the damage or 


yt a = destruction which has occurred, and may in 
Damaged by future occur, to imported merchandise while in 
pastheital the control of the Cuban Customs owing to 
ena cyclonic storms, fire, or other accidental causes, 


the Secretary of the Treasury is authorised, on 
being satisfied as to the actual injury or destruction by such 
cause of merchandise in the custody of the Customs, in bond or 
transportation under bond, or within any port of entry, to abate or 
refund, as the case may be, the import duties payable. The 
Decree takes effect as from 16th October, 1906. 





ARGENTINE REPUBLIC. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
translations of three recent Argentine Presiden- 
tial Decrees affecting the tariff treatment of the 
undermentioned articles on importation into the 


Tariff Treatment 
of “ Decauville ” 
Rails and Books 


for Teachi Republic :— 
re oe (1) By a Decree published in the “ Boletin 
— Oficial ” for the 8th January it is provided that 


yo tin for the purpose of enjoying the exemption from 
reapect of duty accorded by Article 9 of the Customs Law 
Medicinal to rails of iron or steel for railways or tramways, 
Specialities the importer of ‘‘ Decauville” rails shall enter 
into a bond to the satisfaction of the Customs 
authorities for the amount of the duties which would be payable 
on such rails regarded as ordinary merchandise. If, within the 
first three months following the year in which the rails are imported, 
the importer does not furnish proof that they have been used for 
the purpose indicated by the Customs Law, or as soon as it is 
proved that they have been used for some other purpose, the 
payment of the customs duty shall be made effective. Article 21 
of the Decree regulating the Customs Law is accordingly abrogated 
so far as concerns “ Decauville” rails. 

(2) In accordance with a Decree published in the “ Boletin” for 
the 12th January, text books for teaching music are to be admitted 
free of customs duty, instead of, as hitherto, paying duty as printed 
music under No. 692 of the Valuation Tariff. 
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shied 'Chenges and Customs ame ctone: 


(3) A Decree published in the “ Boletin” for the 10th January, 
provides that the allowance of 2 per cent. for leakage and breakage 
hitherto accorded in respect of the’consumption duty on imported 
medicinal specialities, shall be applicable only as regards the 
breakages ascertained on examination to have actually taken place. 








CHILE. 


According to “ La Revista Comercial” (Valparaiso), the following 
Tare Rates for ‘2° allowances from the gross weight of the 
. : ii undermentioned goods on importation have 
a been fixed for the year 1907 by the Customs 
Merchandise. Prt aus’ 
Administration :— 





Per cent. 
Oil (Valuation Tariff Nos. 229, nines 008 
In casks or in jars of iron ... ee ah 
In tins in wooden cases containing up to4dtins ... 22 
Sugar (Valuation Tariff Nos. ath 
In ordinary bags sa 
In double bags 
In casks 
Coffee— 
In ordinary bags __.... eva at dint wri 
In double bags és 
Havana.cigars.—In small boxes and cases s of tinned i iron 
and wood, containing 5,000 or more ... “i oo oe 
Cigars ditto of other origin bs . 40 
Tobacco, Havana.—In bales covered with sack-cloth, 
with palm leaves and the like ... 4 10 
Tobacco of other origin.—In bales covered with sack- 
cloth... id } 
T'issues.—In ‘bales with iron hoops, wooden boards | or 
battens ki 6 
Ditto, without wooden boards or battens.. 5 
Ditto, without iron hoops, and without wooden boards 
or battens 3 
Ditto, having also wooden boards or lengths within the 
pieces, or wrapped in paper ... 8 
8 
8 
3 





Ww or one 


Ditio (Valuation Tariff No. 1,033), in bales of any kind 
Ditto, flannel in bales of any kind 
Tea.—In bulk in chests of any kind, the ® gross weight 

not exceeding 60 kilogs. ‘i ise = 
Shags (tripes).—In bales of any kind... ns a 
Yerba-mate.—In casks, up to 50 kilogs. ... ane ena? | 
Ditto, in casks, exceeding 50 kilogs. _... ne ya | 


When these goods are imported in other packings or receptacles 
than those mentioned above, the weight of the latter is to be 
ascertained and entered in the Customs documents. 
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SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT. 


WESTERN AUSTRALIA. 


The wharfage dues and handling charges on cargo at Fremantle 
Revised have been revised by the Harbour Trust Com- 
Wharface D missioners and approved by the Governor. The 
eH “ag ‘Government Gazette” of the Colony showing 

- aene * the new schedule of rates has been received at 
the Board of Trade from their Correspondent at Perth (Mr. J. F. 
Conigrave) and may be seen at the Commercial Intelligence 


Branch, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 





SWEDEN—GERMANY. 


The “ Bérsen-Zeitung ” (Berlin) reports that the Commission which 
, has been considering the question of steamship 

ve — SS. Line communication between Sweden and Germany 
r viel a has made its report. Although this report has 
=— 4 ” not yet been made public, it is stated on good 
eee. authority in Stockholm that the commission has 
recommended the establishment of a steamship line between 


Trelleborg and Barhéft. | 





SWEDEN, GERMANY, RUSSIA. 


H.M. Embassy at Berlin have forwarded a map of the route of 
a projected express railway service from Berlin 
yen: "sn csi - Si. Sievudene: The fo mateo is said to 
pn sted ome include an electrical train service between 
aa Trelleborg, or some other port in the South 
St. Petersbur of Sweden and Stockholm, and the establish- 
via Stockh mo ment of two large ferry services, with boats to 
bid wtocknoim. take trains on board, between Sasnitz and 
Trelleborg, and between Stockholm and the port of Abo in 
Finland. Electrical train services are also to be established from 
Berlin to Sasnitz, and-from St. Petersburg to Abo. It is estim- 
ated that the journey from Berlin to St. Petersburg would then be 
accomplished in twenty hours instead of the thirty-one that it 
now takes vid Eydtkuhnen. 
The map of the proposed route may be seen at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of. the Board of Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, 


£.C. 





BELGIUM. 


The ‘“ Moniteur Belge” of the 16th February publishes a law 
; establishing a pilotage service at the port of 
ee * Zeebrugge on and after the Ist March, under 
Zeebrugee. the same rules and tariff as are in operation at 
Ostend and Nieuport. A special tax, equal to one-tenth of the 
pilotage due, will be levied on every vessel leaving the pier to enter 
the port or going from the port to take up position at the pier. 
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PORTUGAL. 


The “ Diario do Governo” of the 29th January publishes the 

Statutes of a newly-formed French company, 

New Railway entitled the “ Oonpigiie Francaise de Ouaisttno. 

Sn PeEBr ine. tion et Exploitation de Chemi de Fer a 

ploitation de Chemins de Fer 

’Etranger,” for the construction of the Vouga Valley Railway in 

Portugal. ‘The company receives a guarantee from the Portuguese 
Government not exceeding 600 milreis (133/.) per kilometre. 

The “ Diario” of the 30th January contains the statutes of the 
reorganised Beira Alta Railway Company, whose head office is at 
Lisbon. 

Copies of the statutes of the two companies (in original) may 
be seen at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 


MEXICO. 
H.M. Consul at Mexico (Mr. L. J. Jerome) notifies, for the benefit 
of merchants and exporters, that in future 
shipping documents, bills of lading, consular 


pA erring invoices, &c., for Coatzacoalcos should be made 

* out for Puerto Mexico, and care should be 
taken to add Estado de Vera Cruz, or simply V.C., thus, ‘‘ Puerto 
Mexico, V.C.” Mr. Jerome anticipates that, if this is not done, 
confusion may result, as besides the Federal District of Mexico 
there is the City of Mexico, the State of Mexico, the whole 
country itself, and a New Mexico in the United States. 


. BRAZIL, 

The Brazilian ‘ Diario Official” of 29th January contains a copy 
Rescissi of a Law rescinding the concession for a coasting 

escission of i Beat th ae ait Meith anit 
‘no Trade Service between the ports o razil, granted on 
Coasting: 19th Apri!, 1904, (see p. 599 of the “ Board of 
Concession. Trade Journal” of 30th June, 1904) to the 
“Companhia de Navegacéo Cruzeiro do Sul,” this Company 

having leased its vessels to the ‘“‘ Lloyd Brazileiro.” 


CHINA. 

The Acting British Consul at Pakhoi has forwarded a précis of 

, tbe draft regulations for controlling the rail- 
apope eebrealh ways which the Chinese Government intend 
ways in Kuangsi. to construct in the Province of Kuangsi, 
together with a note by the Viceroy T's’en on the question. The 
regulations contain the usual article against receiving foreign 
capital. The main line is to run from Kweilin to Yungfu, Liu 
Chou, Pin Chou, Kwei Hsien, Hsing Yeh, Yu Lin, Popai to 
Pakhoi, and numerous branch lines are to be constructed. The 
lines to be constructed first are (a) Kwei Hsien to Pakhoi; 
(b) Kwei Hsien to. Lungchow; (c) Kwei Hsien to Kwei Lin; 
(2) Kwei Hsien to Wuchow. 





Hint to Shippers 
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MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY, 


GERMAN Y—CAMEROONS. 

Referring to the notice on p. 618 of the “ Board of ‘Trade Journal ” 
Mining of rte March, ‘tein i tse " sperms 
: regulating mining and prospecting for minerals 
Regulations. renee Ger cae i ng and Dychodeonain 
the ‘ Dépéche Coloniale” (Paris) announces that, according to 
information received from Berlin, these regulations have been 

made applicable to the Cameroons as from the Ist January, 1907. 





ROUMANIA,. 
H.M. Consul at Bucharest (Mr. O. Wardrop) reports that, according 
to the Roumanian press, the Minister of 
Domains has ordered an enquiry into the 
conduct of the cement factories that have 
combined to raise the prices of their 
products to contractors for public works. 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 
The ‘Iron Age” (New York) publishes statistics of the coke 
industry of the United States in 1905, prepared 
Coke Industry. by the Census Bureau at Washington, from 
which the following particulars, showing the 
quantity and value of the coke produced in 1905, as compared 
Ww with 1900 and 1890, have been extracted :- -— 


a ee re ee on oe 


Government Enquiry 
into Cement 
Combination. 





—— — 














—_ —— Quantity. Value, 
| Short tons. Dols. 
1899: ccc. abe i 10,008,169 16,494,454 
. 7 oy 19,640,798 34,633,418 
1905 — ace non ove 24,733,063 | 49,002,051 
PANAMA. 


H.M. Consul at. Panama (Mr. C. C. Mallet, C.M.G.) reports that a 


machine for lifting and moving railway tracks, 


en ond designed by the General Manager of the 
ie “of way Panama Railway, has demonstrated, after a 
—_— careful test, that during a day of ten hours it 


is capable of lifting and moving five feet to one side a mile of very 
heavy railroad track, only five men being required to accomplish 
this amount of work. 

It is the opinion of experts who have watched the tests of this 
machine that for durability and capacity it will meet every require- 
ment and fulfil a real want on contract and railway work in any 
country, and especially in the work of canal construction an 
important saving in time and expense in the removal of the 
dump tracks will result by its use. 
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AGRICULTURE. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as received 
from the inspectors and officers of Excise in 


Corn Prices. the week ended the 25rd February, 1907, were 
as follows :— 
Wheat ... nna a4 ... 268. 10d. 
Barley ... ved qo ce Saks Ble 
Oats... es Se anil sa 


For further particulars see p. 449. 


A statement is published on p. 400, showing the quantities of 


the various descriptions of agricultural produce 


Imports of Agri- 

: imported into the United Kingdom during the 
cultural Produce. 2k ended the 23rd February, with compara- 
tive figures for the corresponding week in 1906. 





BRITISH INDIA (BOMBAY). 


The Annual Report of the Department of Agriculture, Bombay 
Presidency, for the year 1905-6, contains an 


P+ ssee M extract from a letter written by the Director of 
in ri a Agriculture, who estimates that in a few years 


the production of cotton in Sind may amount 
to 100,000 bales. There are in Sind two chief perennial canals, 
the Jamrdoand the Fuleli. The total area cultivated on these canals 
in 1905-6 was 270,000 acres and 350,000 acres respectively. 
Cotton cultivation is becoming more popular in Sind ; in the last 
five years it has increased from 23,000 avres to 90,000 acres on 
the Jamrao canal, and from 11,000 acres to 22 000 acres on the 
Fuleli canal, and there appears to be no reason why one-third of 
the whole of the annual cultivation of 600,000 acres on these two 
canals should not be put under cotton in rotation every year. 

The question of the immediate expansion of cotton cultivation 
in the current year was discussed by the Inspector-General of 
Agriculture, the Deputy Director of Agriculture, the Jolonization 
Officer, and the writer of the letter (named above) and it was 
decided that it was advisable to restrict the cultivation to such 
area as could be éffectively supervised, in order to introduce a 
knowledge of the Egyptian methods of cultivation, which the 
Deputy-Director considers essential to its success. F ifty tons of 
seed was imported from Egypt, and 6,000 acres of cotton is reported 
to have been sown. If the season should prove as unfavourable as 
the last, some 2,000 bales of cotton may be secured, but with a 
normal season the production may amount to from four to six 
thousand bales. 
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Agriculture. 


BRITISH INDIA (BOMBAY)—continued. 


The same report states as follows with reference to the effect of 
irrigation works on the development of 
Irrigation. agriculture :— 

“The Irrigation Commission in their Report 
in 1903 rightly laid great stress on the assistance which this 
department should be able to render in the development of 
agriculture on the new canals projected. ‘The total irrigated area 
in the Deccan and Karnatak last year was 130,000 acres. The 
irrigation revenue was Rs. 64 lakhs and the value of the crops 
raised was estimated at 86 lakhs of rupees. ‘The commission 
recommended the construction of great lake reservoirs in the 
Western Ghats and of canals leading therefrom to the eastern 
tracts where the rainfall is precarious and the risk of famine is 
always imminent, these proposals being estimated to involve the 
expenditure of some 63 crores of rupees in the course of the next 
20 years. 

“ After minute investigation projects have been prepared which, 
according to the report recently issued by the chief engineer for 
irrigation, will be capable of placing nearly a million acres under 
irrigation annually, representing on the basis of the values of 
crops now irrigated a total annual value of over six crores of 
rupees. ‘The annual value of the crops is thus almost equal to the 
capital expenditure required, and may be taken to be three times 
the value of the present dry crop cultivation in these areas. It is 
natural that where the cultivator has never before had ample 
command of water for irrigation, he should make serious mistakes 
in its application. This is the experience not only of Sind and 
the Deccan, but also of Upper India, and even in Egypt Lord 
Cromer notes the prevalence of similar mismanagement. Every- 
where the cultivator is inclined to flood his land excessively in 
ignorance of the misfortunes which he is preparing for himself in 
the water-logging of his land, where the drainage is deficient ; in 
the growth of saline efflorescences, where the soil is impregnated 
with alkali; and in the deterioration of the fibre of his cotton or 
the grain of his cereals. Further, he necessarily lacks experience 
of the more valuable crops which the canal will enable him to 
substitute for his ordinary dry crop cereals.” 





BRITISH GUIANA. 


A report on the cotton experiments carried on in connexion with 
Poona the Botanic Gardens, Demerara, has been pub- 
Cultivation. lished in the “ Official Gazette ” of British 
Guiana. Three native kinds were experi- 

mented with, namely, Buck, Brazil or Kidney and Native Sea 
Island, but results do not warrant their being recommended for 
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extensive cultivation. The introduction of Sea Island was not 
successful, the bolls failing to develop properly. In the case of 
the Upland variety, the bolls opened fairly well, but the lint was 
very short and coarse, and altogether the experiment did not 
promise well. Seeds of Black Peruvian were planted, but the 
yield was unsatisfactory, and experiments with four Egyptian 
varieties also failed. Little hope of success was shown in the case 
of Russell big boll and King Cotton. 

It was from Caravonica cotton from Australia, that the most 
promising results were obtained. ‘They made satisfactory growth, 
and supported the assertton that had been made that. cotton 
cultivation in British Guiana depended on the raising of special 
varieties from crosses, Caravonica being a eross between Black 
Peruvian and Sea Island. It is hoped later on to obtain crosses 
from Sea Island and Buck, or other native sorts. 

In view, therefore, of the ascertained fact that Sea Island, 
Egyptian and Upland varieties are not suited to the general con- 
ditions prevailing in the Colony, it is evident that, in order to 
start a successful cotton industry, special hybrids must be energetic- 
ally experimented with. Introduced Sea Island with Buck and 
Black Peruvian and Caravonica varieties are considered likely to 
give the best returns. 


SOUTHERN NIGERIA. 

A memorandum on the Lagos Agricultural Show,* by the Manager, 
Mr. ©. A. Birtwistle, is published in the 
‘“‘Gazette ” of the Colony. ‘The total number 
of exhibits for competition was 2,532, consisting 
principally of forest and plantation produce, foodstuffs, vegetables, 
fruit, and live stock (including poultry). In addition there were 
special exhibits from various Government Departments, &c. 


BRAZIL. 

With reference to the notice on pp. 19-20 of the “ Board of Trade 
| Journal” of the 3rd January relative to the 

Linen Plant. Brazilian linen plant (canhamo brazihensis perint), 
the Acting British Consul-General at Rio de 

Janeiro (Mr. D. R. O’Sullivan-Beare) reports that the Brazilian 
Legislature have voted the grant of an annual subsidy of thirty 
contos of reis (about 1,875/.) during a period of five years to 
Dr. Perini, the discoverer and the holder of the patent rights for 
Brazil in connexion with the utilisation of the plant in question. 
The subsidy will be paid as soon as Dr. Perini has inaugurated 
the manufacture in Brazil of articles made from the plant. 
Dr. Perini proposes to form a limited liability company to exploit 
his- plant and has issued a prospectus. ‘I'he capital is to be’ 
1,200 contos of reis (75;0001.) in 6,000: shares of the value of 

200 milreis each. , 





Lagos Agricul- 
tural Show. 











— & rete oe _ wore 





wee Peet patented ——_ 


*See “Board of Trade Jotrnal” of 2ud August, 1906, p. 208, and previous 
notices. 
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MISCELLANEOUS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 

during the week ended the 21st ebruary, 1907, 
Cotton Statistics, was 146,882 (including 6 bales British West 

Indian), and the number imported during the 
eight weeks ended the 21st February was 1,254,843 (including 387 
bales British West Indian and 291 bales British West African). 
As regards exports, the figures are, for the week ended the 21st 
February, 1907, 15,209 bales, and for the eight weeks, 119,400. 

For further details see p. 449. 





CEYLON. 


According to the “Indian Trade Journal,” active preparation is 

being made for the next Ceylon pearl fishery, 

Pearl Fishery. which will be the first under the full conditions 

of the Ceylon Company’s lease. The following 

estimate of the number and value of oysters to be fished has been 
made by the officer in charge of the operations on shore :— 





| | Estimated number 





ae | Valuation. of oysters. 
Karative die bie bien ...| Rs. 80 per 1,000 | 
Dutch Moderagam .... pon ...| Rs. 28 | 
Alantural ... «. sews] BS. 27 to 2,750 alae 
| per 1,000 
North-West and Mid-Cheval ...| Rs. 20 per 1,000 2,000,000 
Muttuvaratu ... via pee | Rs 10 ,, 8,000,000 














As in the estimated number of oysters the first three banks are 
not distinguished, it is impossible to calculate what the valuation 
may come to in the aggregate for these three. At Rs. 20 per 1,000 
oysters, the 2,000,000 oysters on the Mid-West Cheval bank will 
aggregate a sum of Rs. 40,000, while at Rs. 10 per 1,000 the 
8,000,000 oysters on the Muttuvaratu bank will yield Rs. 80,000. 





STRAITS SETTLEMENTS. 


The following table, showing the quantities of the principal articles 
of produce exported from the Straits Settle- 
Exports in 1906. ments to the United Kingdom, the United 
States of America, and the Continent of Europe 
during the year 1906, with total figures for the preceding year, 
has been compiled from statistics furnished by the Registrar of 
Imports and Exports at Singapore (Mr, A. Stuart) :— 


> 


— ee 
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Miscellaneous. 
| 1906. 
Principal Articles of | 
: | ; United 
Export. | United e Continent | 
ei | Kingdom. eee of of Europe. Total. 
| | America. : 
| 
Tin .. Pikuls| 581,000 255,000 125,000 | 961,000 
Copra.... oe ~=60g «=| «8,000 _ 676,000 | 679,000 
Sago flour “as a 362,000 75,000 214.000 | 651,000 
Gambier ... “<i 136,000 258,000 165,000 | 559,000 
Tapioca _ (flake, | 
pearl and flour) __,, 285,000 152,000 109,000 | 546,000 
Peppe er —_— and | | 
ite) .. " 61,000 | 117,000 164,000 | 342,000 
Rattans ... : » | 939,000 | 86,000 176,000 301,000 
Gutta jelutong o or | | 
East Indiagum ,, | 6,000 | 163,000 17,000 186,000 
Gum copal , | 49,000 70,C00 | 33,000 152,000 
Sugar BA 5, | 100,000 — | 2,000 102,00 
Preserved _ pine- | | 
apples... -- Cases; 350,000 | 104,000 | 33,000 507,000 
Para rubber . Cwts.| 6,075 120 481 6,676 


| 





Trade in 1905. 
Book :— 


NoTE—16°8 pikuls = 1 ton. 





year, 


LEEWARD ISLANDS. 


The following statistics of the trade of the Leeward Islands in 
1905, with comparative figures for the preceding 
are taken from the Leeward Islands Blue 





| 
| 
| 
| 





Total in 
1905, 


955,000 
994,000 
663,000 
529,000 


675,000 


307,000 
284,000 


202,000 
125,000 


162,000 


429,000 


1,920 


— 





Exports (Produce and 


























T 
eee } 
Imports. } Manufactures.) 
1904, 1905. | 1904. | 1905, 
| | 
| | 
£ £ | £ £ 
United Kingdom ... 175,546 177,119 77,710 111,490 
British Colonies ... 56,541 62,019 173,875 209,856 
Foreign Countries... 156,135 164,343 65,561 41,665 
Total ... 388,222 403,481 | 317,146 363,01] 
ROUMANIA. 


The “ Curierul Financiar” ( 


Proposed Estab- 
lishment of a 
Commercial 
Council. 


Bucharest) reports that a Bill has been 


introduced into the Roumanian Parliament by 
the Minister of Domains for the creation of a 
‘Conseil supérieur du commerce,” whose func- 
tions will include the following :—(a) To study 
home trade and the export of cereals, and to 
propose measures for ensuring proper organisation and working 


in regard thereto; (b) to study foreign markets for Roumanian 
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Miscellaneous. 





products; (c) to administer the commercial and_ industrial 
museums proposed* ; (¢) todraw up a scheme for the establishment 
and working of Roumanian commercial museums in the principal 
foreign markets having, or likely to have, trade relations with 
Roumania; (e) to draw up a scheme for the appointment of 
Roumanian commercial agents abroad ; (f) to collate systematically 
necessary information on tariff matters, and to work out proposals 
for a tariff; (g) to deal with matters relative to commercial 
conventions; (h) to study proposals made by Chambers of 
Commerce; (1%) to advise on rates of transport for goods, 





BRAZIL: 


With reference to the notice on p. 304 of the “ Board of Trade 
Journal” of the 7th February, giving the 

Paper Currency. amount of paper currency circulating in Brazil 

on the 3lst December last, the Acting British 

Consul-General at Rio de Janeiro (Mr. D. R. O’Sullivan-Beare) 
reports that the Brazilian Ministry of Finance has issued instruc- 
tions to the effect that the value of the dividends due to the Federal 
Government in connexion with the shares held by the Government 
in the Bamk of Brazil (which dividends amount to 400,000 milreis), 
and the value represented by the balance actually to the credit of 
the Fundo de Resgate, or Redemption Fund (amounting to 
300,000 milreis)—making in all a total of 700,000 milreis—shall 
be applied, as provided by the terms of the Conversion Bill, to the 
reduction of the inconvertible paper currency in circulation 
throughout the country. 








* Bee “ Board of Trade Journal . of Tth Februar ‘Y, p. . 279, 
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STATISTICAL TABLES. 





Cotton Returns. 


Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported at the 
Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week and 8 Weeks 
ended 218t February, 1907 :— 












































Week ended 8 ir Week ended S Bao 
cients | 21st Feb., 21st Feb 2lst Feb., 21st Feb 
1907 ge Oa 1907 apa ohn 
; 1907, -° 1907, 
IMPORTS. EXPORTS, 
(Bales.) (Bales.) 
No. No. No. No. 
American ... eos «-| 119,080 1,032,368 6,325 55,219 
Brazilian abe woe de a 59,068 | 395 4,664 
Mempieiion ui. lee 4,456 32,356 || 2,179 7,788 
Egyptian as a cal 19,016 | 147,449 || 6,217 50,607 
Miscellaneous ees odd 4,330* 13,6021 | 93 1,122 
Total...  .. ene} :146,882 | 1,284,843 / 15,209 119,490 
| 
* Including 6 bales British West Indian. 
T mM 387 bales British West Indian and 291 bales British West African. 


,™ 





Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter of 
8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors and Officers of 
Excise in the week ended 23rd February, 1907, and corresponding weeks of the 
seven previous years pursuant to the Corn Returns Act, 1882. 


—— Teed 








Average Price. 








Wheat. Barley. | Oats. 











| & 4. a a | a 
Week ended 23rd February, 1907 ... —a a | 24002 ele 
Corresponding week in— | | 
. Sees ntl ti ee a 1a a eee 
eR ee ees ko ee 
at SR og none 26 8 20 5 
1903 ... eee eee ond a mee 23 2 ea 
1904 ... eee eee oes eee ant’ 2s “Se 22 4 16 3 
1905 ... eee ee one eee ool SO 0 25 «690 16 10 
1906 ... ove eee cos eee wl a ee 25 4 19 O 
| 











_— 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of ° 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 


[Feb. 28, 1907. 







Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural Produce 
imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 23rd February, 1907, 
tegether with the quantities imported in the corresponding week of the 


previous year. 




















Week ended | Correspond- 
— 23rd Feb., | ing Week in 
1907, 1906. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves os Number. 11,229 8,089 
Sheep and lambs ha a oe ” 4,836 1,898 
Swine eee eee eee eee eee eee ] i te =. 
ON N\ OE Ca ee ee 9 224 648 
Fresh Meat :— a 
Beef (including Refrigerated and Frozen)... Cwts. 131,772 91,148 
Mutton y) 9 ” eee 9 91 ,022 65,916 
Pork = i ke - 15,888 13,146 
Salted or preserved meat :— 
Bacon eee eee eee eee eee ee Cwts. I 14,896 1 16,097 
Beef eee eee eee eee ° ee ” 2,504 2,030 
Hams eee eee eee eee ee ” 15,706 24,517 
Pork aa on - - - 9 Bao 3,346 
Meat, unenumerated, fresh ... . ee ” v, 5 
“apt ~ OS Se eee ” 1,203 gunn 
Meat, preserved otherwise than by salting 9 7,702 7,697 
(including Tinned and Canned) 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— " 
Butter ... tak ae = ip Cwts. 103,857 95,844 
Margarine eae ae Telia aay 9 24,250 22,738 
Cheese ... am ai ‘a ae . 9 39,320 18,044 
Milk, fresh, in cans or drums a’ ” ogres a 
» cream ; one sion eee ee ” 96 108 
» condensed asl Salada <--pidiew ml ” | 21,288 17,357 
»» preserved, other kinds... J ab a | 110 54 
Eggs sli seis si oe ath .. | Grt. Hundr. | 100,306 267,E83 
Poultry... an “a “aS ...| Value £ | 49,426 20,624 
Game er ti. amie 9 5,555 1,373 
Rabbits, dead (Fresh and Frozen) Owts. 6,914 6,956 
Lard ‘ bes see ose ” 50,568 49,476 
Corn, grain, meal, and flour :— 
Wheat ... oan see ° - ee Owts. 1,313,700 605,100 
Wheat meal and flour ‘ a ” 354,000 213,700 
eS a ; a 99 166,000 375,500 
CD see ove ese coe ose a ” 67,100 397,900 
ee eee Scone ae " 24,130 28,830 
Beans ... ons ose ene cee ‘a ” 25,840 3,080 
Maize or Indian corn ... - a ” 1,006,500 841,000 
Fruit, raw :— 
Apples ... ~ ove ove cee : Cwts 60,289 38,672 
Apricots and peaches... ... e. =. - 257 109 
Bananas - wee , ose .. | Bunches. 62,158 77,732 
Cherries ... _ ‘ - ons i Cwts. — — 
Currants... ° . Puen on 99 — — 
Gooseberries is sve - 9 — — 
Grapes ... we aie on és ‘ - 235 182 
Lemons ... - ; = 7,695 13,354 
Oranges ... soe , os 147,941 250,379 
Pears poe se ent -_ - - 381 285 
Plums ... on eee Gee sce - ~ 531 66 
Strawberries ... -_ me - - os — — 
Unenumerated ... ane ose a m 716 10 
Hay... on ae a oun oe ‘ Tons. 2,344 3,127 
Straw nes ose ove eo eee oe - 988 1,150 
Moss Litter eee i ese ove - = 965 2,013 
Hops . i ses one oe Owts. 1,369 4,167 
Locust Beans... int ose cee - 29,160 13,744 
Vegetables, raw :— 
Onions ... ose ae abs aaa «.| Bushels. 118,711 181,907 
Potatoes a ce eos eee eee Cwts. 16,172 11,462 
Tomatoes as oes oid see A = 13,467 16,805 
Unenumerated ... ce a gel eel RES & 83028 10,103 
Vegetables, dried eve ove ove . Cwts. 510 1,310 
Preserved by canning... ove eee ove - 2,677 2,850 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of January, 1907, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a cost, in the present instance, 
of 9d. per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, from 
Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Fetter Lane, E.C., and 32, Abingdon 
Street, S.W.; or Messrs. Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh ; or Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the “ Annual 
Statement of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign 
Countries and British Possessions” for the year 1905, in two 
volumes, and a supplementary volume, may be purchased at a 
cost of 7s. 8d. for the first, 4s. 2d. for the second, and 3s. 11d. for 
the supplementary volume, at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed 
and exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthly 
Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1901-1905, and 
detailed statements of imports and exports of each article (from 
and to each country) in the first volume; details as to customs 
revenue, transhipments, and articles in bond, and particulars of 
the trade of the United Kingdom with each foreign country in 
the second volume; and in the supplementary volume abstract 
and detailed tables showing countries of consignment of imports 
and countries of ultimate destination of exports, 


BOARD OF TRADE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

The “ Board of 'I'rade Labour Gazette”* is published by the Board 
of Trade on the 16th of each month. The following are among 
the more important articles which appear in the February 
issue :—State of the Labour Market in January ; General Inquiry 
into Earnings and Hours of Labour in 1906; Ships Built in 1906 ; 
Industrial Agreements in the German Empire; Co-operation in 
1905; Distress Committees and the Unemployed; Recent Con- 
ciliation Cases and Collective Agreements. 


PATENT OFFICE PUBLICATIONS. 
Journals. 

The following Journals are published every Wednesday at the 
Patent Office, 25, Southampton Buildings, W.C. The price of 
each is 6d., by post 8d. :— 

1. “Tllustrated Official Journal (Patents),” containing lists of 
applications for patents, proceedings relating to patents, illus- 
trated abridgments of specifications, lists of registered designs, and 
reports of patent, and design trade mark cases. 

2. ‘Trade Marks Journal,” containing lists of applications for 
trade marks, with illustrations. 





* It can be purchased through any newsagent, price 1d, 
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Government Publications. 





Abridgments of Patent Specifications. 


Illustrated abridgments of specifications are arranged in 146 
classes according to subjects. The sets for seven consecutive 
periods, extending from 1855 to 1900, are complete, and 108 
volumes have already been published for the eighth period, 1901-4. 
The following have been issued during the current week :— 


Class 104. Railways and tramways. 
,, 109. Ropes and cords. 
,, 110. Rotary engines, pumps, blowers, exhausters, 
and meters. 


The price of each volume is ls., including inland postage. 
They may be obtained from the Patent Office, 25, Southampton 
Buildings, W.C. A complete list of the classes will be supplied 
gratis on application. 





FOREIGN OFFICE REPORT. 

The following is a résumé of some of the more interesting sub- 
jects dealt with in a Consular Report of the Annual Series issued 
since the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal.” 

ANNUAL SERIES. 
No. 3745. Trade and Agriculture of Poland and Lithuania, 1906. 




















Industry and trade in 1906, 
were depressed through strike 
troubles. Enhanced cost of 
labour prevented certain home 
manufactures (e.g. straw hats, 
and cheap boots) from com- 
peting with goods made in 
Russia and abroad. 


Poor progress of bridge- 


construction, electric traction 
and lighting and other public 
works, owing to labour diffi- 
culties. 

Particulars of new projects. 

Account of the condition of 
agricultural, iron and _ steel, 
textile and other industries. 


OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 
Passengers to and from places out of Europe, January. [Cd. 3,885. ] 


Prive 3d. 


This return shows the numbers and nationalities of the pas- 
sengers that left, or arrived in, the United Kingdom for or from 
places out of Kurope; and the net balance of such passengers 
outward or inward, during the month ended 31st January, 1907, 
compared with the same month in 1906. 

During the month of January, 1907, the total number (pro- 
visional) of passengers that left the United Kingdom for places 
out of Europe was 22,576, as compared with 17,707 during 
January, 1906, and the total number (provisional) that arrived in 


the United Kingdom from places out of Europe 
1907, was 9,178, as compared with 7,67] during January, 1906. 


during January, 
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Government Publications. 





The balance of the total movement shows that the number of pas- 
sengers that left the United Kingdom for places out of Europe 
exceeded the number of passengers that arrwed in the United 
Kingdom from places out of Kurope by 13,398 during January, 
1907, as compared with a similar excess of 10,036 during January, 


1906. 


Report on the Sea and Inland Fisheries of Ireland for 1904. 
Part 1I.—Scientific Investigations. [Cd. 3,804]. Price 4s, 4d. 


This is a report prepared by Mr. E. W. L. Holt, Scientific 
Adviser to the Fisheries Branch of the Department of Agriculture 
and Technical Instruction for Ireland, dealing with scientific in- 
vestigations in connexion with the sea and inland fisheries of 
Ireland during 1904. It forms Part II. of the report of which 
Part I. was noticed at p. 236 of the ‘“ Board of Trade Journal ” of 
2nd November, 1905. 


LIST OF FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 
THE following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 
which have been issued in the Annual Series since the lst January, 1907, 
may be obtained from Messrs. Wyman & Sons, Fetter Lane, E.C. 











No. | Place. Price 




















| No. | Place. Price 
| i | 
EUROPE— | Portugal and Colonies: 
Belgium: | 8743 |Goa =, ase wn 8 908] 1. 
656 | Precautions taken in Bel- 
gium to combat Anky- | Russia : 
lostomiasis... ove ...| 1}d.| 3745 | Poland and Lithuania..1906| 23d. 
Denmark : | AFRICA— 
3741 | Denmark—Finances, 1903-4 3740 | Tunis ... one ..-1905| 2d. 
and 1904-5 Se inch De 4 | 
AMERICA, SOUTH— 
Italy : | Ecuador : 
3744 | South Italy... --- 1906) 13d.) 3742 | Ecuador aed 1905 
| | 

















COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions, issued 
since the lst January, 1907, may be purchased from Messrs. Wyman & 
Sons, Fetter Lane, E.C.:— 




















Annual. 
No. Place. Price. 
515 British Honduras... ide duis ee oie LR iis | 2d. 
516 Northern Nigeria ... sei ods ine nee one . | ls. 2d. 
’ 517 | Bechuanaland Protectorate _ see eee vee =F ica 
Miscellaneous. 
ae | Sie eames * at ——- 


No. Place. | Price. 








Jamaica (Cayman Islands) 5% es ie ous sat | 13d. 








































a IDE EES ETRE SS ON SARS ay 


a a ee SE SN Se ent 
Se hn oe ate ATES Ee a a 


Messrs. G. Street & Co., Ltd., 30, Cornhill, E.C. 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE 
BRANCH OF THE BOARD OF TRADE. 











The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the 
Board of Trade (No. 73, Basinyhall- Street, London, H.C.) is 
intended to be a centre at which information on all subjects of 
commercial interest shall be collected and focussed in a form 
convenient for reference, and at which, so far as the interests of 
British trade permit, replies shall be given to enquiries by traders 
on commercial matters. 

On application being made to it either personally or by letter, 
the Branch supplies, so far as is possible, information with regard 
to the following subjects, viz.: Commercial Statistics; Matters 
relating to Foreign and Colonial Tariffs and Customs Regulations ; 
Lists of firms abroad engaged in particular lines of business in 
different localities; Foreign and Colonial Contracts open to Tender. 
Sources of Supply, Prices, &c., of Trade Products; Forms of 
Certificates of Origin; Regulations concerning Commercial 
Travellers, &c., &c. There is a Sample Room at the offices of the 
Branch, where, in addition to samples illustrative of reports of 
H.M. Consuls or of the Correspondents or Special Commissioners 
of the Board of Trade, specimens of special interest that may be 
received from the Imperial Institute, India, or the Colonies, &c., 
are exhibited from time to time. 

The Governments of India, Canada, Cape of Good Hope, and 
Queensland, also the Governments of the Transvaal and Orange 
River Colony, have established, in proximity to the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch, at 73, Basinghall Street, special offices for 
dealing with trade matters (see next page). 

The “ Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch, and intended for general information, is conveyed to the 
public. The “ Journal” is issued weekly at the price of 3d. All 
applications respecting subscription, or the purchase of single 
copies, should be addressed in London to Messrs. Wyman & Sons, 
Ltd., Fetter Lane, E.C., and 82, Abingdon Street, S.W.; in 
Kdinburgh to Messrs. Oliver & Boyd; and in Dublin to Edward 
Ponsonby, 116, Grafton Street. Copies may also be obtained from 























Feb. 28, 1907.) THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. 4.55 


SPECIAL INDIAN AND COLONIAL 
TRADE ENQUIRY OFFICES. 

India.—The India Trade Enquiry Office at 73, Basinghall Street, 
London, E.C., has been established for the purpose of supplying 
the general public withall available information as to the commercial 
products, manufactures and trades of British India. 

The office is under the superintendence of an India Office official, 
who is in daily attendance to answer personal or written enquiries. 

The current publications of the Government of India dealing 
with Indian Trade statistics, tariff charges, railways, economic 
products, &c., are kept in the office, and can be consulted free: the 
various Indian Directories are also filed. 

Canada.—The Canadian Government have secured premises at 
73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., where an office has been 
opened under the designation of ‘‘ Canadian Government City 
Trade Branch,” for the convenience of the commercial community. 

In due course it is intended to equip and maintain a display 
room, illustrating the products, resources and manufactures of the 
Dominion. In the meantime, a Canadian representative attends 
daily to deal with enquiries and applications in connection with 
Canadian import and export trade, and to supply information 
about Canadian matters generally. Personal appointments can be 
arranged when desired. 

Cape of Good Hope.—The Government of the Cape of Good Hope 
have opened offices at. 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., for. the 
purpose of a Commercial Agency for that Colony, under the 
direction of the Agent-General. 

The Commercial Agent in charge of these offices deals with, and 
supplies free, information on trade subjects connected with the 
Colony, such as commercial products, industries, trade, tariff regu- 
lations, commercial statistics, railway rates, prospects for emigra- 
tion, &c., &c. 

Queensland.—For the convenience of the commercial community 
in the City of London, the Agent-General for Queensland has 
opened a branch office at 73, Basinghall Street, London, E.C., 
where a representative attends daily to give information to 
enquirers regarding trade, mining, and all other matters in con- 
nection with Queensland. 

A collection of articles representative of the pastoral, agricultural, 
and mining industries of Queensland are on view, and information 
regarding these industries can be obtained at the Office, as above. 

Transvaal and Orange River Colony.—A ‘Trade Enquiry Office 
has been opened at 73, Basinghall Street, E.C., by the Govern- 
ments of the Transvaal and Orange River Colony, on the lines of 
the agency established at the same address by the Government of 
Cape Colony, but under the general direction of the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 

The Superintendent in charge of the Office deals with, and 
supplies free, information in regard to the products and resources 
of the two Colonies, the opportunities they present to the settler, 
their railway facilities, the regulations of all kinds in force in 
them affecting trade, &c., &c. 
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IMPERIAL INSTITUTE, 


The Imperial Institute at South Kensington was transferred by 
Act of Parliament to the control of the Board of Trade on the 
Ist January, 1903. ‘lhe work formerly carried on by the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Office of the Institute is now conducted by 
the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade. 

The Imperial Institute is chiefly occupied with the systematic 
investigation and illustration of the principal resources of India 
and the Colonies. It includes :— 

1. The Galleries, containing collections of economic products, 
&c., illustrative of the natural and commercial resources of British 
Possessions. ‘These are open free to the public daily (except on Sun- 
days) from 10 am. to 5 p.m., in Summer, and from 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. in Winter. Special arrangements may be made for the 
visits of schools and other educational institutions. Informa- 
tion concerning India and the Colonies, their products, industries, 
prospects for emigration, &c., may be obtained on verbal applica- 
tion at the Central stand in the Galleries, or applications may be 
addressed in writing to the Director of the Imperial Institute, 
South Kensington, S.W. Publications furnishing information 
relating to the commerce, agriculture, mining and other industries 
of India and the Colonies, as well as those relating to emigration, 
may also be obtained on application at the Central stand. From 
time to time samples and specimens of raw and manufactured 
products will be shown in the sample room attached to the offices 
of the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade at 
73, Basinghall Street, E.C. 

2. The Scientific and Technical Department with extensive 
laboratories specially equipped for the purpose of investigating 
problems connected with tropical agriculture and development. 
In this Department new or little known natural products from 
India and the Colonies, and commercial products from new 
sources, received through the Government of the countries con- 
cerned, are examined with a view to their valuation and utilisation. 
The expert staff of the Department is also engaged in the collec- 
tion of information from all sources on these and similar subjects. 

3. The Library and Reading Rooms, containing a large collection 
of Indian and Colonial works of reference, which are regularly 
supplied with the principal official publications of India and the 
Colonies, and with many of the principal newspapers, periodicals 
and maps of the United Kingdom, India, and the Colonies. 

4. Conference and Meeting Rooms which are available under 
certain conditions for the purpose of meetings, lectures, &c., on 
subjects of importance to India and the Colonies. 

5. ‘he ‘‘ Bulletin of the Imperial Institute.” This publication, 
which is now issued quarterly, includes reports on investigations 
conducted at the Imperial Institute, and also special articles 
relating to recent developments in tropical agriculture and in 
the utilisation of raw materials. The ‘ Bulletin” may be 
obtained at the Imperial Institute, South Kensington, or from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, E.C., price one shilling per number. 














